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WHO OWNS THE UNIVERSAL RIGHTS TO
THE TERMS “MODERATION” OR
“MODERATE MUSLIM”?
MODERATING METHODS USED TO CLASSIFY A
MODERATE MUSLIM IN A MODERN SOCIETY
Y1

"The truth is the intermediate between negligence and excessiveness, and whoever stays away from both has been
truly guided" 2
INTRODUCTION
How many times on social media outlets or on television have we heard statements such as “There
just has to be more ‘moderate’ Muslims in the public domain standing in opposition
against their extremist brethren!” Or “’Moderate’ Muslims need to be more vocal in
separating themselves from other extremist Muslims!” Putting aside the legitimacy of these
assertions, have you ever wondered what the non-Muslim intends by the phrase “moderate
Muslim”? Has it ever crossed your mind about the concept that embodies the phrase “moderate
Muslim”? Is there even a universally accepted definition of the phrase “moderate Muslim”? Do
the Muslims, themselves, have an agreed definition of a moderate Muslim, both past and present?
Is the term “moderate Muslim” even an accepted reality by many anti-,VOĆmic individuals or
organisations? Do you ever wonder what motivates some non-Muslims to label some Muslims,
who we label as liberal Muslims, as moderate Muslims? However, the most important question is
the question that distinguishes itself as this paper’s title: who universally owns the rights to the
terms ‘moderation’ or “moderate Muslim”?
THE INSIDE STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHTS TO MODERATION
Before we endeavour to answer some of the queries we raised in the short introduction, it would
serve us well, as a sturdy foundation, to first familiarise ourselves with the terms “moderation”
and “moderate Muslim” DVGHILQHGE\,VOĆP Setting this sturdy foundation is a very important
section of this paper because many Muslims QRZDGD\V KDYH QR FOHDU ,VOĆPLF FRQFHSW RI ZKDW
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constitutes moderation, and thus they become susceptible to alien definitions of what defines a
PRGHUDWH 0XVOLP ,I ZH ZLVK WR LGHQWLI\ IRU RXUVHOYHV WKH ,VOĆPLF VWDQGDUGV IRU GHILQLQJ D
moderate Muslim, we are required to return back to the Qur’an and the Sunnah, as understood by
the HDUO\LOOXVWULRXVJHQHUDWLRQV
Long before the term “moderate Muslim” became in vogue on Western shores, ,VOĆPDVGLFWDWHG
by the Noble 4XU·ĆQ and the purified Sunnah, had an acutely defined concept on what constitutes
PRGHUDWLRQIRUWKH0XVOLPLQGLYLGXDODQG0XVOLPVDVDZKROH$OOĆKVWDWHVLQ+LV0ighty Book,

Ê
Ê Ǽǳ¦ȄÈǴǟ
ǶÌ ǰÉ ȈÌÈǴǟ
É Ǉ
È ÊǳǀÈÙ ǯÈÂÈ
È ¾Ȃ
È È ¦ƾÈ ȀÈ ǋÉ ¦ȂÉǻȂǰÉ ÈƬËǳƢÅǘǇÈ Â
È Ǯ
É ǂċ ǳ¦ÀÈ ȂǰÉ ÈȇÂ
È ²Ƣċ
È ÅƨǷċÉ¢ǶÌ ǯÉ ƢÈǼÌǴǠÈ Ƴ
ƂÎÑÐƃ¦ƾÅ ȈȀÊ ǋÈ

And thus we have made you a just and balanced community that you will be witnesses
over the people and the Messenger will be a witness over you. (143) 3
This verse teaches the Muslims that its true adherents are a just and balanced people who
FRQVLVWHQWO\FRQGXFWWKHLUDIIDLUVEHWZHHQWZRSRODUH[WUHPHV7KHJUHDW Mufassir, al-,PĆPDWTabari expounded on this verse by saying,

˵ ϝϫϡϫ˵ ϼϓˬϥϳΩϟϲϓϡϬργϭΗϟργ
ˬϪϳϓϭϠ
˴ ϭϡϬϧ΄ΑϡϬϔλϭΎϣϧ·ϩέϛ˸ Ϋ˶ ϰϟΎόΗௌϥϯέϭ
˳˷ Ϗ
ˬϪϳϓέϳλϘΗ ϝ˵ ϫϡϫ˵ ϻϭˬϪϳϓϭϟΎϗΎϣϰγϳϋϲϓϡϬϠϳϗϭˬΏϫέΗϟΎΑϭϠϏϥϳΫϟϯέΎλϧϟ ϭϠϏ
͉
ϝϫϡϬϧϛϟϭˬϪΑϭέϔϛϭˬϡϬΑέϰϠϋϭΑΫϛϭˬϡϫ˯˴ ΎϳΑϧϭϠΗϗϭˬௌΏΎΗϛϭϟ͉
ΩΑϥϳΫϟΩϭϬϳϟέϳλϘΗ
˴
˴

.ΎϬρ˵ γϭௌϰϟ·έϭϣϷ
͉ΏΣϥΎϛΫ·ˬϙϟΫΑௌϡϬϔλϭϓˬϪϳϓϝΩΗϋϭˬργϭΗ
˸
I hold WKDW$OOĆKWKH0RVW+LJK in His statement characterised them with the term
´MXVWEDODQFHGµGXHWRWKHLUPRGHUDWLRQLQDOOUHOLJLRXVDIIDLUV$QGWKHUHIRUHWKH\
DUHQRWSHRSOHZKRJRWRH[WUHPHVLQWKHLUUHOLJLRXVDIIDLUVQHLWKHUthe extremes of
the Christians who went overboard in monasticism and their views pertaining to
JesusDQGQRUGRWKH\JRWRWKHRWKHUH[WUHPHE\IDOOLQJVKRUWLQJLYLQJKLPKLVULJKWV
LHDFNQRZOHGJLQJKLVPHVVHQJHUVKLS VXFKDVLVWKHFDVHRIWKH-HZVWKRVHZKR
alteUHG $OOĆK·V 6FULSWXUH NLOOHG WKHLU SURSKHWV XWWHUHG IDOVHKRRGV UHJDUGLQJ WKHLU
/RUG DQG GLVEHOLHYHG LQ +LP 7KH\ LH WKH 0XVOLPV  KRZHYHU DUH D MXVW and
3
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balanced peopleDQGZLWKVXFKGHVFULSWLRQV$OOĆKKDVFKDUDFWHULVHGWKHPEHFDXVH
moderation in all affairs is from the dearest things WR$OOĆK 4
This verse also reminds us what the early Muslims were and what the Muslims should be, but in
these tragic times of ours, the general populace of Muslims are no longer witnesses over mankind
as beacons for PRGHUDWLRQ DQG MXVWLFH $QRWKHU YHUVH LQ WKH 4XU·Ćn, which instructs us to be
balanced and to maintain moderation between two extremes, is a verse that every Muslim is
required to recite in their daily prayers:

Ê
Ê ċ È ¦ǂǏ
Ê
Ê ǔ
ƂÔƃśË
É ÌǤǸÌÈ ǳ¦ŚÊÌ ÈǣǶÌ ȀÊ ȈÌÈǴǟ
È ǸÌ ǠÈ ºÌǻÈ¢Ǻȇ
È §Ȃ
È ƪ
È ǳƢċǔǳ¦ȏÈÂ
È ǶÌ ȀÊ ȈÌÈǴǟ
È ǀǳ¦¶
È

The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favourQRWRIWKRVHZKRKDYHevoked
[Your] anger or of those who are astray. (7)
%\WKLVYHUVHZHDVN$OOĆh at least seventeen times a day to situate us on a path that sits between
two polar extremes: the path of those who wHQWDVWUD\GHVSLWHSRVVHVVLQJNQRZOHGJH LHWKH-ews),
and the path oIWKRVHZKRZHQWDVWUD\GXHWRWKHLULJQRUDQFH LHWKH&KULVWLDQV  The path between
WKHVHWZRSDWKVLVWKHSDWKRIWKHSURSKHWVWKHULJKWHRXVDQGWKHWUXWKIXOIf we remain faithful
DQGWUXHWRWKHSDWKWKDW$OOĆKKDVlaid down for His slavesZHZLOOQHYHUIDOOLQWRH[WUHPLVP Alas,
if we look around the Muslim world right now, we will see that our description is far from the
description DIIRUGHGWR$OOĆK·V0HVVHQJHU VDOODOOĆKXDODLKLZDVDOODP DQGKLV&RPSDQLRQV

Ê
Ç
Ê ÀÈ ÂǂǷÌÉ Ϧ
Ê ǼǴÊǳƪ
ÀÈ ȂÉǼǷÊƚÌ ºÉƫÂ
Ì Ƴ
È ÀÈ ȂÌ ȀÈ ºǼÌ ºÈƫÂ
È ǂÊ ƻÌ É¢ƨǷċÉ¢ǂÈ ºȈÌ ƻÈ ǶÌ ÉƬǼǯ
È ǂÊ ǰÈ ǼǸÌÉ ǳ¦ǺÊ ǟ
È »ÂǂÉ ǠÌ ǸÌÈ ǳʪ
É È ²Ƣċ
 نǾºÊ ċǴǳʪÊ
ƂÎÎÍƃÈଉ
You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah. (110)

$QRWKHU FOHDUYHUVHLQWKH4XU·ĆQWKDWdemands moderation because it explicitly warns against
extremism and excessiveness is

4
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Ê ǳ¦ǲǿÈÌ ¢ʮ
Ê Ê Ê ÉǴÌǤºÈƫȏÈ §Ƣ
Ê ÈƬǰÌ
ƂÎÔÎƃǪċ ÈūÌ ¦ȏċÊ¤ǾºÊ ċǴǳ¦ȄÈǴǟ¦Ȃ
È ÉǳȂǬÉ ºÈƫȏÈÂ
È ǶÌ ǰÉ Ǽȇ®Ŀ¦Ȃ
È È

23HRSOHRIWKH6FULSWXUHGRQRWFRPPLWH[FHVVLQ\RXUUHOLJLRQand say nothing about
Allah except the truth. (171)
$VZHZHOONQRZWKH&KULVWLDQVslid into the slipVWUHDPRIH[WUHPLVPE\HOHYDWLQJ,VĆLEQ0DU\DP
to a status that belongs exclusively WR$OOĆh, the Mighty and MajesticAs is the nature of extremism,
it starts off innocently enough whereby a person is praised, but with the passing of time and the
fermenting of ignorance, the myths surrounding the person breed until they become polytheistic
artiFOHVRIFUHHGWKDWDUHKHOGE\WKHPDVVHV$QGWKLVLVZK\WKH3URSKHW, due to his familiarity
with how extremism breeds, stated

˸ ˴ Ύϣ˴ ϛ˴ ϲ˶ϧϭέ˵ ρ
˸ ˵ Η˴ϻ
.˵Ϫ ˵ϟϭγ
͉ ΩΑ˸ ϋ
˵ έ˴ ϭ˶
˴ ϭ˵ϟϭ˵Ϙ˴ϓˬ˵ϩ˵ΩΑ˸ ϋ
˴ Ύ˴ϧ˴Ύϣ˴ ͉ϧ˶Έ˴ϓˬϡ˴ ˴ϳέ˸ ϣ˴  ˴ϥ˸ΑϯέΎ
˴ ͉ϧϟ˶Εέ˴ ρ
˴ λ
˴ ໂ˵
“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary; for I am only a slave. So, call me the
6ODYHRI$OOĆh and His Messenger” 5
Moving from the Noble 4XU·ĆQ RYHU WR WKH Sanctified Sunnah, we have wise words from our
Prophet (sallallĆKX‘alaihi wa sallam) that warn us against the perils of extremism, excessiveness,
radicalism and extravagance ,Q WKH KDGĩWK RI $EGXOOĆK ,EQ 0DV·şG ZKR VDLG WKDW $OOĆK·V
Messenger VDOODOOĆKX¶DODLKLZDVDOODP VDLG,

˸ ϙ˴ ˴Ϡϫ˴  ˴ϥϭ˵όρ˴
˸ ϙ˴ ˴Ϡϫ˴
˸ ϙ˴ ˴Ϡϫ˴  ˴ϥϭ˵όρ˴
˷ ˶ ϧ˴Ηϣ˵ ϟ
˷ ˶ ϧ˴Ηϣ˵ ϟ
˷ ˶ ϧ˴Ηϣ˵ ϟ
.˴ϥϭ˵όρ˴
“Those who go to extremes are destroyed! Those who go to extremes are destroyed! Those who go to extremes are
destroyed!” 6
The term ϊρ
̒ ˴ϧ˴ Ηϟ LVGHILQHGE\,PĆPDQ-Nawawi in his explanation of SahƯh Muslim:

˱ΩΎϘΘϋϡ˱ϼόϓϡ˱ϻϮϗϥΎϛ˯ϮγˬϪϴϓωήθϟ͉ΪΣίϭΎΠϤϟˬϪϴϓϲϟΎϐϤϟˬ˯ϲθϟϲϓϖϤόΘϤϟϮϫ
“[It refers] to those who exceed the usual boundaries and go beyond what is legally acceptable in
VSHHFKDFWLRQVDQGEHOLHIV”

56DKĩKDO-%XNKĆUL
66DKĩK0XVOLP
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In this hadƯth, the Prophet VDOODOOĆKXDODLKLZDVDOODP warned us against extremism three times,
which clearly tells us that moderation is a legal requirement in all of our affairs since no specific
̒ ϧ˴Ηϟ
context was mentioned and thus the default is that the ruling remains general Thus, the term ϊρ˴
also includes excessiveness in acts of worship, and this UHDOO\GULYHVKRPH,VOĆP·VGHGLFDWLRQWRDOO
things done in moderation because even though worship is the very purpose of man’s creation
and the ultimate ULJKW RI $OOĆK, IsOĆP VWLOO UHTXLUHV WKDW ZRUVKLS EH RIIHUHG PRGHUDWHO\ 7KH
following hadƯth proves this:

˴ϻϡ˸ Ϭ˵ ο
˵ ό˸ ˴Αϝ˴ Ύ˴ϗϭ˴ .˯˴ Ύγ
˵ ό˸ ˴Αϝ˴ Ύ˴ϗϡϠγϭϪϳϠϋௌϰϠλ˶ϲ
˸ ˴ ϥ˸ ϣˬ
˶ έ˱ ˴ϔ˴ϧϥ͉ ˴ ˬα˴˳ ϧ˴ϥ˸ ϋ˴
˶ ΎΣ˴ λ
˴ ˷ϧ˶ ϟΝ˵ ϭ͉ ˴ί˴ Η˴˴ϻϡ˸ Ϭ˵ ο
˷ ˶Α͉ϧϟΏ
ϰϠλ˶ໂ
͉ ϝ˴ ϭγ
˵ ό˸ ˴Αϝ˴ Ύ˴ϗϭ˴ .ε
˵ ό˸ ˴Αϝ˴ Ύ˴ϗϭ˴ .ϡ˴ ˸Σ͉Ϡϟ˵ϝϛ˵ 
˵ έ
˳ έ˴ ˶ϓϰ˴Ϡϋ
˵ ˴ ϡ˸ Ϭ˵ ο
˴ ϡ˵ Ύ˴ϧ˴˴ϻϡ˸ Ϭ˵ ο
˴ ϙ˴ ϟ˶ ˴Ϋώ˴ ˴Ϡ˴Α˴ϓ .έ˵ ρ˶ ϓ˸ ˵ ˴ϼ˴ϓϡ˵ ϭλ
ϡ˵ ϭλ
˵ ˴ ϭ
˴ ˵ ϲ˷ϧ˶ ϛ˶ ˴ϟ˴Ϋϛ˴ ϭ
˴ ϡ˵ Ύ˴ϧ˴ϭϲ
˴ ˷Ϡ˶λ
˴ ˴Ϋϛ˴  ˴ϥϭ˵ϟϭ˵Ϙ˴ϳ ϡ˳ ϭ˴ ϗ˸ ˴  ϝ˵ Ύ˴ΑΎϣ˴ "  ϝ˴ Ύ˴ϗ ϡ͉ ˵ Λ Ϫ˶ ϳ˸ ˴Ϡϋ˴ ϰ˴ϧ˸Λ˴ϭ
˴ ໂ
˴ ͉ ˴Ωϣ˶ Σ˴ ˴ϓϡϠγϭϪϳϠϋௌ
 "ϲ˷ϧ˶ ϣ
˶ α˸
˵ ϥ˸ ϋ˴ Ώ
˴ Ϗ˶ έ
˴ ˷ϧ˶ ϟΝ˵ ϭ͉ ˴ί˴ Η˴ϭ
˴ ϥ˸ ϣ˴ ˴ϓ˯˴ Ύγ
˴ ϳ˴Ϡ˴ϓϲΗ˶ ͉ϧγ
˴ έ˵ ρ˶ ϓ˸ ˵ ϭ˴
,WZDVQDUUDWHGIURP$QDVWKDWWKHUHZDVDJURXSRIWKH&RPSDQLRQVRf the Prophet, one of whom
VDLG´,ZLOOQRWPDUU\ZRPHQµ Another said, “I will not HDWPHDWµ Another said, “I will not sleep
RQDEHGµ$QRWKHUVDLG´I wLOOIDVWDQGQRWEUHDNP\IDVWµ News of that reached the Messenger
of Allah and he praised Allah then said, “What is the matter with people who say such and such? But I pray
and I sleep, I fast and I break my fast, and I marry women. Whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not of me.” 
6KD\NK 0XKDPPDG LEQ 6ĆOLK DO-UthaymƯn further elaborates on the above hadƯth with a
complementary example:
Another example can be three men who are confronted with an immoral man. The
first of them VWDWHV´,ZLOOQRWJLYHVDOĆPVWRWKLVLPPRUDOSHUVRQ; I will boycott and
abandon him and will QHYHUVSHDNWRKLPµ7KHVHFRQGVWDWHV´,ZLOODFFRPSDQ\
WKLVLPPRUDOSHUVRQJLYHKLPVDOĆms and smile in his face. I will invite him to my
home and accept his invitation.” 7KHWKLUGRIWKHWKUHHVWDWHV´,KDWHWKLVLPPRUDO
person for who he is but lovHKLPGXHWRKLVEHOLHI>LQ$OOĆh etc]. $QGWKXVI will not
boycott him unless it serves his best interests. If boycotting him only causes him to
increase in sin and it does not help to reform his evil ways then I will not boycott
him.

Sunan

an-Nasa'i 
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We say that the first person has gone to extremes; the second person is negligent and
careless and the third one is balanced and moderate. The same applies to all acts of
worship and worldly interactions: pHRSOHIOXFWXDWHEHWZHHQQHJOLJHQFHH[WUHPLVP
and moderation 8
7KHUHLVQRWKLQJLQ,VOĆPH[FHSWWKDWLWKDVSUHVFULEHGPRGHUDWLRQ(YHQdown to what or the
way we eat or drink, ,VOĆPSUHVFULEHVPRGHUDWLRQ7KH3URSKHW VDOODOOĆKXDODLKLZDVDOODP said,

.˳ΩΣ
˶ ϭϰ
˶ ˶ϓ˵ϝϛ˵ ˸ ΄˴ϳϥ˵ ϣ˶ ˸΅ϣ˵ ϟ˸ ϭ
˴ ϲϓ˶ ˵ϝϛ˵ ˸ ΄˴ϳέ˵ ˶ϓΎϛ˴ ϟ˸
˴ ˱όϣϲ
˴ ˳˯Ύ˴όϣ˸ ˴ Δ˶ ˴όΑ˸ γ
“A non-Muslim eats in seven intestines whereas a Muslim eats in one intestine” 9
He also said,

.ϡΗόϓέϡΗϧΫ·ϭΩϣΣϭˬϡΗΑέηϡΗϧΫ·ϭϣγϭˬΙϼΛϭϰϧΛϣϭΑέηϥϛϟϭˬέϳόΑϟΏέηϛ˱ΩΣϭϭΑέηΗϻ
“Do not drink in one gulp, like a camel, but in two or three (gulps). Mention the Name of Allah (i.e., say %LVPLOOĆK)
when you start drinking and praise Him (i.e., say Al-KDPGXOLOOĆh) after you have finished (drinking ” 
NRUHOLJLRQRUZD\RIOLIHSUHVFULEHVPRGHUDWLRQTXLWHOLNH,VOĆPEHFDXVHQRRWKHUUHOLJLRQRU
way of life UHFHLYHVLWVSUHVFULSWLRQIURP$OOĆK ,I,VOĆP requires moderation in the mundane
affairs, how can it not require moderation in its major affairs?
In another hadƯth, the Prophet VDOODOOĆKXDODLKLZD sallam) was more pronounced in his warning
against extremism:

˸ ϡ˵ ϛ˵ ˴ϠΑ˸ ˴ϗ ˴ϥΎϛ˴ ϥ˸ ϣ˴ ϙ˴ ˴Ϡϫ˸ ˴ Ύϣ˴ ͉ϧ˶Έ˴ϓ ϥϳ˶
˶ ˷Ωϟϲϓ˶ ϭ͉ ˵Ϡ˵ϐϟ˸ ϭ
˶ ˷Ωϟϲϓ˶ ϭ͊ ˵Ϡ˵ϐϟ
.ϥϳ˶
˴ ϡ˸ ϛ˵ Ύ͉ϳ·˶ ϭ˴

“And beware of going to extremes in religious matters, for those who came before you were destroyed because of going
to extremes in religious matters” 11

6KD\NK0XKDPPDGLEQ6ĆOLKDO-‘UthaymƯn briefly explains to us how to avoid going to extremes
in all of our religious affairs:

80DMPş·DO-)DWĆZĆZD5DVĆ·LO)DGĩODKash-6KD\NK0XKDPPDGLEQ6ĆOLKDO-8WKD\PĩQ>@
9Sahih

Muslim 
[3/31]
11Sunan an-1DVĆ L 
At-Tirmidhi
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Moderation in the religion or intermediacy is that a person is situated between
fanaticism and negligenceDQGWKLVLQFOXGHVPDWWHUVRIEHOLHIDQGDFWVRIZRUVKLSA
SULPHH[DPSOHLQPDWWHUVRIEHOLHILVWKDWSHRSOHZLWKUHVSHFWWR$OOĆK·V1DPHVDQG
$WWULEXWHVDUHGLYLGHGLQWRWKUHHgroups: two are polar extremes and one is situated
in the middle. One fringe group has gone to extremeVLQWKHLUDWWHPSWVWRIUHH$OOĆh
IURP DOO LPSHUIHFWLRQV VR WKH\ strip $OOĆK of what He has named and described
Himself with. 7KH RWKHU IULQJH JURXS KDV JRQH WR H[WUHPHV LQ DIILUPLQJ IRU $OOĆK
what He has affirmed for Himself; hRZHYHUtheir affirmation includes the belief of
anthropomorphism. 7KHPLGGOHJURXSDIILUPIRU$OOĆKZKDWHYHUKHKDVaffirmed for
Himself. 7KH GLIIHUHQFH KHUH KRZHYHU is that this affirmation is done without
likening Him to creation; UDWKHU it is done to affirm His uniqueness and to show that
nothing from His creation is like Him.
-XVWDVZHKDYHSRODUH[WUHPHVLQPDWWHUVRIEHOLHIZHDOVRKDYHLWLQDFWLRQV7KHUH
DUH WKRVH ZKR JR GR WKLQJV RQ DQ H[FHVVLYH OHYHO PDNLQJ WKLQJV YHU\ GLIILFXOW IRU
WKHPVHOYHVEXWWKHUHDUHDOVRWKRVHZKRDUHQHJOLJHQWcareless and wasteful and as
DUHVXOWWKH\ORVHVRPXFK+RZHYHUWKHEHVWPDWWHUVDUHWKRVHZKLFKDUHEHWZHHQ
the extremes. The rule for defining moderation is that whatever has been mandated
by the shari’ah then this is the middle path and whatever runs contrary to it then it is
not the middle path; rather it is a curve that leads to excess or neglect. 12
This means that included in this prophetic warning are types of extremism that migrate north (such
as excessiveness, austerity and severity) and types of extremism that migrate south (such as
negligence and permissiveness  6KD\NK6Ćlih ibn FDZ]Ćn al-FDZ]ĆQgives us some valuable words
on the polar opposites on either side of extremism:
+RZHYHU WKHUH DUH some people who are the counter opposites of those who are
excessive in the religion: those who go to extremes in leniency and tolerance in the
religion. There is no doubt that our religion LVRQHRIIRUEHDUDQFHUHPRYLQJKDUGVKLS
and moderation\HWWKLVWROHUDQFHKDVWREHZLWKLQWKHlegal limits set by $OOĆK for

12

)DWĆZĆ1şU¶DOĆDG-Darb (audio 226)
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observing legislated concessions for whenever need arises. The whole reliJLRQDQG
DOOSUDLVHLVIRU$OOĆKLVIUHHRIEXUGHQVRPHUHVWULFWLRQVDQG shackles:

ƂÏÕÓƃƢÈŮÈ ƢȀÈ ǠÈ ǇÌ Â
É ËÊǴǰÈ ÉȇȏÈ
É ȏċÊ¤ƢǈÅ ǨÌ ºÈǻÉǾºċǴǳ¦Ǧ

“$OOĆK does not charge a soul except [with that which is within] its
capacity.”
{al-Baqarah (2): 286}
And $OOĆK Says,

Ê ÊË ĿÊ ǶǰÉ ȈÈǴǟǲǠƳƢǷÂ
ƂÔÕƃ«ǂÈ Ʒ
È ǺÌ ǷǺÊ ȇƾǳ¦
Ì Ì È È È È ÈÈ

“He has chosen you and has not placed upon you in the religion any
difficulty.”
{al-Hajj (22): 78}
And $OOĆK Says

Ê
Ê
ƂÓƃ«
Ç ǂÈ Ʒ
È ǲÈ ǠÈ ƴÌ ÈȈǳÉǾºċǴǳ¦ƾÉ ȇǂÊ ÉȇƢǷ
Ë ǰÉ ȈÌÈǴǟ
È
È ǺÌ ǷǶ

“$OOĆK does not intend to make difficulty for you…”
{al-0DD·LGDK  `
+RZHYHUH[WUHPLVPLQWROHUDQFHtakes place by exceeding what $OOĆK has OHJLVODWHG
and therefore this cannot be called “tolerance”; rather it is hardship in and of itself.
7KXVnullification of the foundation of loyalty and disavowal in ,VOĆP; 13 advocating
equality between Muslims and non-Muslims on the pretext of ‘tolerance’; the partial
or complete non-application of the nullifiers of ,VOĆP; 14 equality between religions–
such as between ,VOĆP DQG -XGDLVP RU &KULVWLDQLW\ UDWKHU EHWZHHQ DOO RI WKH
religions including polytheism and atheism; the view that the statement “there is no
god worthy of worship except $OOĆK” does not necessitate disbelief in the TĆJKşt…
All of these are examples of extremism in leniency and tolerance and are to be
˯ήΒϟϭ ˯ϻϮϟ LV D EHOLHI WKDW UHTXLUHV OR\DOW\ WR $OOĆK +LV 0HVVHQJHU DQG WKH 0XVOLP EHOLHYHUV DQG GLVDYRZDO RI
HYHU\RQHDQGHYHU\WKLQJWKDWRSSRVHV$OOĆKDQG+LV0HVVHQJHUDQGJRHVDJDLQVWWKHSDWKRIWKH0XVOLPEHOLHYHUV
14 A short explanation of WKHWHQQXOOLILHUVRI,VOĆP:
13
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UHMHFWHGMust as excessiveness in the religion is rejected. It could be the case that
extremism in tolerance and leniency is more dangerous than excessiveness in the
GHHQ DV extremism in tolerance and leniency to the extent that the deen of the
disbeliever is given equal status to the true deen is [major] kufr according to the
consensus of the Muslims. ([FHVVLYHQHVVLQWKHGHHQKRZHYHULVYLHZed by many
RIWKH¶8ODPĆDVPLVJXLGDQFHand not something that reaches the level of [major]
NXIU7KH·8ODPĆRI,VOĆm mention tKDWIURPWKHQXOOLILHUVRI,VOĆm is for one to not
make takfeer of a disbeliever or to doubt his disbelief. So it is upon the one who falls
into these dangerous errors to consider carefully his affair and WRUHWXUQWRWKHWUXWK
as returning to the truth is a virtue. Returning back to the truth is better than
persisting on falsehood.
Such is the level of justice and balance LQ,VOĆP that it even demands moderation and justice in the
methods we use to forbid all deplorable HYLOV$QGWKLVLVZK\WKHtrue moderate Muslim when he
stands opposed to extremist Muslims, such as ISIS and al-Qaeda, who use extreme methods
themselves to combat other forms of despotic, highly-organised extremism, he enjoins the good
DQGIRUELGVHYLODFFRUGLQJWRWKHGLFWDWHVRI,VOĆPIbnu Taymiyyah gives us a valuable lesson in
remaining balanced in our struggle against internal or external forces of extremism:
:KHQGHDOLQJZLWKWKHSHRSOHRIVLQRQHPXVWQRWH[FHHGWKHOLPLWVSUHVFULEHGE\
the S haree'ah - QHLWKHULQKDWLQJFHQVXULQJSUHYHQWLQJDEDQGRQLQJRUFKDVWLVLQJ
WKHP5DWKHUWKHRQHZKRGRHVVRVKRXOGEHWROG:RUU\DERXW\RXURZQVHOI1R
KDUPZLOOFRPHWR\RXIURPWKRVHZKRDUHPLVOHGLI\RXDUHWUXO\JXLGHGDV$OOĆK the Mort High - said: "And do not let your hatred of others swerve you away from
doing justice. But be just! That is closer to WDTZĆ (piety)." [Soorah al-Maa'idah 5:8].
And $OOĆK said: "And fight in the way of $OOĆK WKRVH ZKR ILJKW \RX EXW GR QRW
transgress the limits." [Surah al-%DTDUDK @ ,QGHHG PDQ\ RI WKRVH ZKR
command and forbid overstep the limits set by $OOĆKHLWKHUWKURXJKjahl (ignorance)
or dhulm LQMXVWLFH 7KXVWKLVLVVXH RIMXVWLFH PXVWEHILUPO\PDLQWDLQHGZKHWKHU
it is in regards to censuring the unbHOLHYHUV WKH K\SRFULWHV WKH VLQQHUV RU WKH
disobedient ones. 15

15

Translation from al-Istiqaamah PDJD]LQH
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This quote from Ibn Taymiyyah lays the groundZRUN IRU D YHU\ LPSRUWDQW SRLQW 2QH RI WKH
strongest strains of extremism is the strain which develops and mutates in a climate of subjugation
DQG LQMXVWLFH Mass subjugation and degradation are heavy breeding grounds for hatred and
extreme hostility, and hatred and hostility, as a result of subjugation and degradation, can make
any form of extremism seem just and fair For this reason, $OOĆKZDUQVXV about unbridled hatred:

Ç
Ê
Êċ
Ê È ¦ƾÈ ȀÈ ǋÉ ǾºÊ ċǴÊǳś
ȏÈċ¢ȄÙ ÈǴǟ
Ê ǈÌ ǬÌÊ ǳʪ
È ¿ȂÌ ºÈǫÀÉ ƖÈǼǋÈ ǶÌ ǰÉ ċǼǷÈ ǂÊ Ÿ
ÌÈ ȏÈÂÈ ǖ
È Ƿ¦Ȃċ ºÈǫ¦ȂÉǻȂǯÉ ¦ȂÉǼǷ¡
È Ǻȇ
È ǀǳ¦ƢȀÈ ºČȇÈ¢ʮÈ
ʂ ǳƾÊ Ǡºƫ
Ê ǟÌ ¦Ɍ¦Ȃ
È
ǂ
º
ǫ
¢

Ȃ
ǿ¦Ȃ
ǳ
ƾ
ƂÕƃÃÙ ȂÈ ǬÌ ºċƬǴÊǳ§
Ì
É
É ÌÈ
É È ÈÉ
2\RXZKRKDYHEHOLHYHGEHSHUVLVWHQWO\VWDQGLQJILUPIRU$OODKZLWQHVVHVLQMXVWLFH

and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer
to righteousness. (8)
An archetypal example of how mass subjugation and degradation of a people can lead to the apexes
of extremism is found in the belief “all White people are devils” 16 Where did this all-encompassing
and extremely racist belief originate from? It originated from the furnaces of hate, forged from
centuries of oppression, subjugation and GHJUDGDWLRQ 7KLV KDWUHGbecame so fermented that it
turned into the intoxicating belief: “all white people are devils” This belief is a prime example of
the hate that hate can produce, and it also reminds us that there is nothing more circular in nature
than extremism forged from hatred born out of subjugation and degradation Such is the
concentration levels of this form of extremism that not only do a significant amount black people
see the white people as devils but they also see themselves as gods!
Fast-forward to present day and we see that some radical Muslims are suffering from a similar
strand of extremism with regard to their outlook towards DFROOHFWLYHSHRSOH This similar strand
of extremism, however, is perhaps more potent and deadly than the strand connected to racism

This incredulous belief is the ‘intellectual’ property of various black Afrocentric groups, such as the 1DWLRQRI,VODP
This pathetic but extremely dangerous belief even has its own fabricated historical origins which states “a black
scientist ZKR OLYHG \HDUV DJR was responsible for creating the white race to be a race of devils +H GLGWKLV
through a form of selective breeding referred to as ‘grafting’, while living on the island of Patmosµ7KLVVWRU\ZKLFK
belongs on the bottom shelf of the fiction section of any bookshop, was initially concocted by the founder of the
Nation of Islam (or better Mislam!) Wallace Fard Muhammad and was further colourfully developed by his successor
(OLMDK0XKDPPDG
16
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(1) it attempts to justify itself through revelation  and (2) it is not limited to any particular race or
HWKQLFLW\ This extremist belief, which leads to extremist actions and conduct, comes in the form
of “all non-Muslims are one and the same and thus all non-Muslims are legitimate targets” 18 It is
as if the whole planet, as far as the deviants are concerned, has become one big battleground and
thus every non-Muslim is a legit target! So from whence did this belief originate?
We look around the world and we see that the Muslim world is being systematically raped, ravaged
and ruined by Western foreign forces, which is all neatly packaged and benignly presented to the
masses as “foreign policy” for the liberation of Muslims7KHGDLO\DWURFLWLHVZKLFKZHZLWQHVV
taking place in Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria etc is breeding a level of unbridled hatred and
animosity that has vaporised into a red mist of madness, ZUHDNLQJKDYRFDURXQGWKHZRUOG Since
this cancerous hatred is emotionally driven DQGUHIXVHVWREHFRQWDLQHGE\WKHGLFWDWHVRI,VOĆP, it
fails to distinguish between the types of non-Muslims, just as “all white people are devils” fails to
distinguish between the types of white people And now we have Muslims indiscriminately killing
non-Muslims simply because they fall into the broad category of non-0XVOLP7KH\MXVWLI\Whis
rampant rage of theirs by quickly quoting snippets of verses, such as

Ê É ȈƷǶǿȂÉǴºÉƬºÌǫ¦Â
ƂÎÖÎƃǶÌ ǿȂ
É ǸÉ ÉƬǨÌ ǬÈƯƮ
ÌÈ Ì É
È

$QGNLOOWKHPZKHUHYHU\RXILQGWKHP 191) 19
but conveniently miss out part of the same verse that provides context:

Ê
Ê ƳǂÊ ƻÌ È¢Â
Ê Ƕ ǿȂÉǴÊƫƢǬÈ ºÉƫȏÈÂଉ
Ê   ىǶ ǯÉȂƳǂ ƻÌ È¢Ʈ
ƾÊ ƴÊ ǈÌ ǸÌÈ ǳ¦ƾÈ Ǽǟ
É É È
Ë ǿȂ
È ǺÌ ǷǶ
ÌÉ
Ì É È É ȈÌ Ʒ
È   ىǲÊ ƬÌ ǬÈ Ìǳ¦ǺÈ ǷƾČ ǋÈ È¢ÉƨÈǼºƬÌ ǨÌǳ¦ÂÈ ଉ
Ê
Ê ǂÈūÌ ¦
 نǶÌ ǿȂ
 مǾȈÊ ÊǧǶÌ ǯÉȂÉǴÊƫƢǬÈ ºÉȇŕ
ƂÎÖÎƃǺȇ
È ÊǳǀÈÙ ǯÈ ଉ
Ù ċ Ʒ
É ÉǴºÉƬºÌǫƢÈǧǶÌ ǯÉȂÉǴºÈƫƢÈǫÀƜÊÈǧଉ
È Ǯ
È ¿¦
È ǂÊ ǧƢǰÈ Ìǳ¦É ¦ǄÈ Ƴ
È
…and turn them out from where they have turned you out. And Al-Fitnah is worse than
killing. And fight not with them at Al-Masjid-al-+DUDP WKHVDQFWXDU\DW0DNNDK 
The same could be argued for the Nation of Islam’s belief but they have no direct revelation to support their racist
belief and black supremacy doctrLQH7KHPLVJXLGHG0XVOLPVRQWKHRWKHUKDQGKDYHYHUVHVZKLFKWKH\FDQXVHWR
VHUYHWKHLULQGLVFULPLQDWLRQ
18 :LWKUHVSHFWWRZDUIDUHDQGPLOLWDU\RSHUDWLRQVWKH¶8ODPĆRI,VOĆP KDVFOHDUSURWRFRODQGUXOHVRIHQJDJHPHQW
Ibn al-Qayyim al--DZ]L\\DKVWDWHGLQ$KNĆP$KOLO'KLPPDK, “Killing is only obligatory when confronting warfare and
QRW ZKHQ FRQIURQWHG ZLWK GLVEHOLHI 7KHUHIRUH ZRPHQ FKLOGUHQ WKH HOGHUO\ WKH EOLQG DQG 0RQNV who are not
HQJDJHGLQEDWWOHVKRXOGQRWEHNLOOHG5DWKHUZHILJKWDJDLQVWWKRVHZKRILJKWDJDLQVWXVµ
19 Al-Baqarah.
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XQOHVVWKH\ ILUVW ILJKW\RXWKHUH%XWLIWKH\DWWDFN\RXWKHQNLOOWKHP6XFKLVWKH
recompense of the disbelievers. (191)
Or what about the verse that states,

ÊË ĿÊ ǶǯÉȂÉǴÊƫƢǬÈ ºȇŃÈ ǺȇǀÊ ċǳ¦ǺÊ ǟ
Ê Ê ǯÉȂƳǂÊ Ìź
ǶÌ ǿÂ
È ÉǾºċǴǳ¦ǶÉ ǯÉ ƢȀÈ ºǼÌ ºÈȇȏċ
É ǂČ ºÈƦºÈƫÀÈ¢ǶÌ ǯÉ °Ê ʮÈ ®ǺǷǶ
Ë É É ÌŃÈÂ
ÉÌ È
Ì
È ǺÊ ȇƾǳ¦
ʂ ǶȀÊ ȈǳÊ¤¦ȂǘǈÊ ǬºƫÂ
Ê ǈÊ ǬÌ ǸÌǳ¦Ƥ
Ê
ċ
Ê
ċ
ƂÕƃś
Ź
Ǿº
Ǵ
ǳ¦
À
¤

Ɍ
ǘ
É
Č
È
È
Ì ÌÈ É Ì É È
É

Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion and do not
expel you from your homes - from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward
them. ,QGHHG$OODKORYHVWKRVHZKRDFWMXVWO\ 8) 20
Fanatical Muslims, in their desperation to justify what they do, even stoop to the level to argue
arbitrary clichés, such as “One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter”, as if this adage
condones everything they do because they are being oppressed+RZHYHUWKHXQGLVSXWHGNLQJRI
all alien adages must be

Δ˴Ϡϳ˸γ
˶ ϭϟ
˴ έ˱ έ˷ ˶ ˴Α˵ ΗΔϳ˴Ύϐϟ

7KHJRDOMXVWLILHVWKHPHDQV
This Machiavellian principle serves as a mischievous means itself WRFLUFXPYHQW,VOĆPLFVWDQGDUGV
and protocols WRXVKHULQLQQRYDWHGPHWKRGVIRUHQMRLQLQJWKHJRRGDQGIRUELGGLQJWKHHYLO,VOĆP
stands opposed to this idiom, but the one who is blinded by hatred and motivated by rage treats
this idiom as if it were revelation sent fURP$OOĆK6KD\NK6ĆOLK$DODVK-Shaykh gives us some good
advice surrounding the reality of this innovated principle:
As for what people state that: “The ends justify the means” – this is wrong and not
from our Islamic legislation. On the FRQWUDU\ LQ the OHJLVODWLRQ the means have
specific rulings and with the condition that they be initially permissible.
If the means DUH IRUELGGHQ VXFK DV D SHUVRQ GULQNLQJ DOFRKRO IRU PHGLFLQDO
SXUSRVHVWKHQeven if there may be some sort of remedy in LWLWLVVWLOOIRUELGGHQ6R
not all means may have the same ruling as the HQGUHVXOW5DWKHU the means must
be permissible in themselves.


Al-Mumtahina.
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It is also not always the case that a servant (of Allah) may assume that since certain
means DUH VXFFHVVIXO KH·V WKHUHIRUH DOORZHG WR WDNH WKHP $Q H[DPSOH RI WKLV LV
SROLWLFDOGHPRQVWUDWLRQV)RUH[DPSOHLIDODUJHJURXSRISHRSOHFRPHVand VD\V´,I
ZHVWDJHDGHPRQVWUDWLRQWKLVZLOOSUHVVXUH the leader and then consequently he will
have to change and rectify the situation. The end justifies the means.” We say that
this is completely false because the means in themselves are forbidden. These
DFWLRQV HYHQ WKRXJK the JRDO PD\ EH VLQFHUH DQG QHFHVVDU\ VWLOl the origin is
impermissible. It is just like a person using a forbidden substance for some cure.
7KXVWKHUHDUHPDQ\ PHDQVDQGPHWKRGVVRPHRQH·VLQWHOOHFWPD\FRPHXSZLWK
yet they may not be justified by the end UHVXOW6RWKLVLVIRUVXUHDIDOVHSUinciple.
The means must be permissible in origin and then the ruling of the end result is
applied to them; if the end resXOW LV DOORZDEOH the means are allowed. If it is
REOLJDWRU\WKHQ the means are likewise. 21
'HVSLWH,VOĆP·V clear and uncompromising ethos on moderation, which includes acts of worship
and worldly affairs, this, unfortunately, has not prevented countless Muslims over the centuries
and up until this present day from falling into extremism and deviation,VOĆm has a straight path
with signSRVWVWKDWOHDGGLUHFWO\WR$OOĆh, thus all we are required to do is to faithfully follow this
straight path by following its sign posts However, despite this path being straight, one way,
labelled clearly and even having human guides, Muslims can still verge away from this straight path,
as there are deviant paths on either side:

ϪϟΎϣηϭϪϧϳϣϳϰϠϋρΧϭΎϣϳϘΗγϣௌϝϳΑγΫϫϝΎϗϡΛˬϩΩϳΑΎρΧϡϠγϭϪϳϠϋௌϰϠλௌϝϭγέρΧ
ΎϣϳϘΗγϣϲρέλΫϫϥϭ : έϗϡΛ Ϫϳϟ·ϭϋΩϳϥΎρϳηϪϳϠϋϻ·ϝϳΑγΎϬϧϣαϳϟϝΑγϟϩΫϫϝΎϗϡΛˬ
ϪϠϳΑγϥϋϡϛΑϕέϔΗϓϝΑγϟϭόΑΗΗϻϭϩϭόΑΗΎϓ
7KH0HVVHQJHURI$OOĆh VDOODOOĆKXDODLKLZDVDOODP drew a line with his hand [in the sand] and
said, ´7KLVLV$OOĆK VSDWKOHDGLQJVWUDLJKWµ He then drew lines to the right and left of that line and
said, “There is not one of these paths except that there is a devil ZKRFDOOVWRLWµ He then recited “And verily,

Translation
shaykh/
21

from

http://salaf-us-VDDOLKFRPGRHV-the-ends-justify-the-means-shaykh-salih-ali-
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this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you
DZD\IURP+LVSDWK” 22
And what is the consequence of not following this heavily sign-posted path which contains the
cemented footsteps of our the Messenger (sallallĆKXDODLKLZDVDOODP DQGKLV&ompanions?

Ê
Ê Ê ÊǼǷÊƚÌ ǸÌǳ¦ǲÊ ȈÊƦǇǂ ºȈÈǣǞÊƦċƬºȇÂÃÙ ƾÈ ŮÌ ¦ÉǾÈǳśċ ºƦºÈƫƢǷƾÊ ǠºƥǺǷÊ ¾Ȃ
ńÙ ċȂÈ ºÈƫƢǷ
È É
È ǾËǳȂÈ ºÉǻś
È È Ì Ì È È É È È È Ì È È ǇÉ ǂċ ǳ¦ǪÊ ǫƢǌÈ ÉȇǺǷÈÂÈ
Ê ÊǴǐÉǻÂ
Ê Ƿ©
م
ǐ
Ƣ
Ǉ
Â
ଉ
Ƕċ
Ǽ
Ȁ
Ƴ
Ǿ
ƂÎÎÒƃ¦Ś
Ì
Ì È
È
È
È
È
È
È
Å
È

And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown
FOHDUO\WRKLPDQGIROORZVRWKHUWKDQWKHEHOLHYHUV ZD\:HVKDOONHHSKLPLQWKHSDWK
KHKDVFKRVHQDQGEXUQKLPLQ+ell - what an evil destination. (115)

This section of this paper contains a sufficient amount of evidence to categorically show WKDW,VOĆm
came with a clear standard for determining what is moderation and what is extremism This fact,
alone, teaches us that we do noW QHHG WR VHDUFK RXWVLGH RI ,VOĆm for a universal standard of
moderation that safeguards us DJDLQVWH[WUHPLVP Having said that, why are so many Muslims in
the West struggling to maintain moderation in their religious and worldly affairs and why do we
buy into inferior concepts of moderation when we have the genuine article between our collective
hands?

THE OUTWARD STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHTS TO MODERATION
It is close to impossible to live in any non-Muslim society and not be affected or influenced by the
zeitgeist and ideals that run through the veins of these societies, especially when you are part of a
highly scrutinised minority who live in these societies So, in spite of us having wonderful
guidelines and standards for defining moderation, these guidelines and standards are not socially
or politically realised in these alien VRFLHWLHV Therefore, in order to instil in ourselves and our
children WKH,VOĆPLFVWDndards for moderation, we need to do it manually, in a makeshift manner
In other words, we have to fake an environment within a greater hostile environment wherein we
can collectively adopt for ourselves a sense RIPRGHUDWLRQDVGHILQHGE\,VOĆP However, this is
easier said than done because
22

Ahmad and Al-+ĆNLP
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x

we have a ‘miscellaneous’ mixture of Muslims who reside in these non-Muslim societies
ZKRDFWDVZDONLQJDGYHUWLVHPHQWVDQGELOOERDUGVIRUZKDWFRQVWLWXWHVPRGHUDWLRQLQ,VOĆP
On one end of the spectrum we have Muslims like al-Muhajiroun and ISIS supporters who
advertise a radical message of ,VOĆP that contradicts the very nature of moderation2Q the
other end, we have Muslims like the Quilliam Foundation 23 who repackage secularism and
OLEHUDOLVPDVPRGHUDWLRQLQ,VOĆP So because the media gives the spotlight to these two
polar extreme factions, 24 it makes it nigh on impossible for those between the two extremes
WREHKHDUGDQGDFFRXQWHGIRU

x

When you live in a society (especially as a minority) that conflicts with your standards of
moderation and morality, you are expected to integrate and assimilate (otherwise why are
you leaving here?); yet integration, on some level at least, requires you to adopt ideas and
concepts of moderation that exist in the host societyThis places the Muslim in a highly
compromised situation because his standards and the standards set by the society are often
PXWXDOO\H[FOXVLYH7KLVSODFHVthe Muslims, depending on their resolve, in a tug-of-war
VLWXDWLRQ

x

The ideals that conceptualise western standards for moderation are not only realised
societally but they are also highly endorsed by every conceivable means of communication
which frequently frustrate our attempts to cultivate for ourselves the ,VOĆmic standards for
PRGHUDWLRQ

x

The disease of ignorance has gone airborne amongst the Muslims and they no longer know
WKH ,VOĆmic standards for moderation, and thus they become exposed to high doses of

23The

Quilliam foundation is a think-tank that challenges extremism (which is interesting given that the organisation,
LWVHOILVRQWKHRWKHUHQGRIH[WUHPLVP DQGVSRXWVSOXUDOLVWLFDQGVHFXODUFRQFHSWVWKDWDUHDOLHQWR,VOĆP,WVFRfounGHUDQGFKDLUPDQLV0DMLG1DZD]ZKREHWZHHQDQGSUHVHQWGD\VXFFHVVIXOO\XQGHUWRRNDQLGHRORJLFDO
expedition that began in the northern hemisphere of Hizbut Tahrir and ended in the western one (hardcore
VHFXODULVP  $QRWKHU PHPEHU LV 8VDPD +DVDQ ZKo is the senior ‘IslamLF· UHVHDUFKHU +H FDPH IURP D 6alafi
background and after suffering a strong bout of cognitive dissonance he now openly spouts evolution, secularism and
DQDUUD\RIRWKHUOLEHUDOEHOLHIV
24A very recent of example of this can be founGRQWKH%%&1HZVRQWKHVDPHGD\WKDWWKHGHDGO\DWWDFNRQWKH
RIILFHVRIWKHVDWLULFDOPDJD]LQH&KDUOLH+HEGRWRRNSODFH:KRGLGWKH%%&LQYLWHRQWKHLUVKRZWRUHSUHVHQWWKH
‘moderate’ voice of the Muslims? Yes, of course, none other than your “moderate Muslim” poster boy 0DMLG1DZD]
The same Majid Nawaz who thought he would take to twitter and tweet a satirical image of the Prophet Muhammad
DQG3URSKHW,VĆZith the aim (we jest you not) to defend his ‘religion’ against those who have hijacked it because ‘they
shout the loudest’7KLVEL]DUUHPHWKRGRIGHIHQGLQJWKHUHOLJLRQRI,VOĆPPD\VHHPKLJKO\FRQWUDGLFWRU\EXWDOOwill
EHUHFRQFLOHGDIWHU\RXXQGHUVWDQGWKHW\SHRI¶,VOĆP·1DZD]LVGHIHQGLQJ7KHSRLQWKHUHLVWKDW1DZD]·Vantics are
very quickl\SXPSHGLQWRWKHPDLQVWUHDPDVWKHPRGHUDWHYRLFHRI,VOĆP7KLVLVDQDOPRVWLQYDULDEOHWUHQGZKHUHDOO
news agencies invite into their studios the most compromised of Muslims to represent the moderate voice of the
0XVOLPPDVVHV
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social conditioning and eventually adopt for themselves standards of moderation that
FRQIOLFWZLWK,VOĆP
x

The non-Muslims, themselves, are constantly reinterpreting and repackaging their
standards of moderation due to a rapid decline in moral and ethical standards, and because
its definition is in a constant state of flux, it leaves the disorientated Muslim in no man’s
ODQG,QFLGHQWDOO\, this decline is in a perpetual state of freefall because secularism and many
other ‘isms’ have done away with the existence of $OOĆK, and in the absence of $OOĆK there
can be no objective, XQLYHUVDOVWDQGDUGIRUPRGHUDWLRQ&RQVHTXHQWO\PRGHUDWLRQDQGLWV
rights are sold off to the highest bidder who knows the price of everything but the value
of nothing

x

Many disorientated or disaffected Muslims have assimilated the Western notion of
PRGHUDWLRQDQGKDYHMXPSHGRQWKHEDQGZDJRQ)RUH[DPSOH\RXVD\WRDQRQ-Muslim
GXULQJDGLDORJXHWKDW,VOĆm requires such and such and does not allow such and such, but
during mid-flow he interrupts you by telling you he has a friend called “Mo” who does such
and such and that he is a great bloke! Thanks to “Mo”, you are now forced to go head-tohead with the adage “actions speak louder than wordsµ

As we said earlier, the non-Muslim definition of moderation is constantly under arbitrary revision
because the very thing that anchors his moderation into something concrete has become brittle,
fragile or non-existent over WKHSDVVDJHRIWLPH As far as the Muslims are concerned (or should
be concerned), moderation and its definition has always been and will always be the property of
$OOĆK$QGIRUWKLVVLPSOHUHDVRQPRGHUDWLRQQHYHUneeds to be revised or reinterpreted because
it is not based on whims, status quo or all-round fallibility On the contrary, it stems from an
infinite source of wisdom, knowledge and justice which prevails over time and space and
objectively serves man’s well-beingAs for the non-Muslim, what can he anchor his moderation
in when he has either GRQHDZD\ZLWKEHOLHILQ$OOĆK completely or he has become sceptical in His
existence (which is required by necessity of existence)? WKHQ$OOĆKLVartificially removed from the
equation of life, wholly or partially, the capricious nafs steps up to assume an oppressive
dictatorship:

Ê
Ê Ê ǾÊ ǠÊ Ìũ
ċ ǺÊ Ƿ
ÁÊ ǂÊ ǐ
È ¢Â
È ÌȇÈ¢ǂÈ ºÈǧÈ¢
È ǲÈ ǠÈ ƳÈ Â
È ǶÈ ÈƬƻÈ Â
È ÉǾºċǴǳ¦ÉǾċǴǓÈ
È ÉǾȀÈ ÙºÈǳÊ¤ǀÈ Èţ¦
È ÈƥȄÙ ÈǴǟ
Èƪ
È ǾƦǴÌ ºÈǫÂ
È È ȄÙ ÈǴǟ
È ǶÌÇ ǴǟȄÙ ÈǴǟ
È Éǽ¦ȂÈ ǿ
 ىǾºÊ ċǴǳ¦ƾÊ ǠÌ ºÈƥǺǷÊ ǾȇÊ ƾÊ ȀÌ ºÈȇǺǸÈ ÈǧÅ̈ÂƢÈ ǌ
ƂÏÐƃÀÈ ÂǂÉ ǯċ ǀÈ ÈƫȐÈ ÈǧÈ¢ଉ
È ǣÊ
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+DYH\RXVHHQKHZKRKDVWDNHQDVKLVJRGKLV>RZQ@GHVLUHDQG$OODKKDVVHQWKLP
astray due to knowledge and has set a seal upon his hearing and his heart and put over
his vision a veil? So who will guide him after Allah? Then will you not be reminded? (23)
And what is the natural inclination of the nafs, except for the nafs that is rescued by $OOĆK·V0HUF\"

Ê ǨÉ ÈǣĺÊ°Àċ Ê¤ĺÊ°ǶƷ
Ê ǷȏċÊ¤ ÊȂǈ
Ê Æ̈ °ƢÈ Ƿċ ÈȋÈ ǆǨÌ ºċǼǳ¦Àċ Ê¤
ƂÒÐƃǶȈ
Č ǳʪ
ËÈ
Ë È È °Ƣ
Æ
Æ Ʒ°ċ °Ȃ
È È
È

,QGHHGWKHVRXOinclines towards evilH[FHSWWKRVHXSRQZKLFKP\/RUGKDVPHUF\
,QGHHGP\/RUGLV)RUJLYLng and Merciful." (53)
Such is the soul’s inclination towards evil, the Prophet taught us to say in the sermon of need

˱Ϋ ϭ˸ ˵ό ˴ϧϭˬ˱ϩέ˱ ϔ˶ϐ˸ ˴ Ηγ
ϼ˴ϓௌ ϩ˶ Ω˶ Ϭ˸ ˴ϳ ϥ
˸ ϣ˴ ˬΎ˴ϧϟ˶Ύϣ˴ ϋ
˸ ˴  Ε
˶ Ύ˴ ˷ϳ˶γ
˴ ϥ˸ ϣϭˬΎ
˶
˴ϧγ
˶ ˵ϔϧ˸˴  έ˶ ϭ˸ έ˵ η
˵ ϥ˸ ϣͿΎΑ
˶
˸ ˴ϧϭ ˱Ϫ ˱ϧϳ˸ό˶ ˴ Ηγ
˸ ˴ϧϭ ˱ϩ˱Ω ϣ˴ ˸Σ˴ϧͿ ˱Ω ϣ˸ Σ
˴ ϟ
˸ ˱ϳ ϥ
˸ ϣ˴ ϭˬ˵Ϫ ˴ϟ ϝ
͉ ο
˶ ϣ˱
.˵Ϫ ˴ϟ ϱ
˴ Ω˶ Ύϫ˴ ϼ˴ϓ ˵Ϫ Ϡ˸Ϡ˶ο
“All SUDLVHEHORQJVWR$OOĆh; we praise Him and seek His aid and forgiveness. And we seek refuge from the evil of
our souls DQGIURPWKHHYLORIRXUGHHGVµ
,PĆP,EQDO-Qayyim states regarding this verse in his book ar-5şK (1/229)

ௌΎϬϘϓϭΎϣϻ·ΎϬΗόϳΑρϥϣΫϫϭˬ˯ϭγϝϛΑέϣ΄ΗϲΗϟΎϬϧϷˬΔϣϭϣΫϣϟϲϬϓΓέΎϣϷαϔϧϟΎϣϭ
.Ϫϟ ௌϖϳϓϭΗΑϻ·ϪγϔϧέηϥϣΩΣιϠΧΗΎϣϓˬΎϬϧΎϋϭΎϬΗΑΛϭ
“As for the soul and its inclination [towards evil] then it is rebuked and criticised
because it has a wanting for all types of evil which stem IURPLWVQDWXUHH[FHSWRI
course the soul which KDVWKHJRRGIRUWXQHRIEHLQJJXLGHGVWUHQJWKHQHGDQGDLGed
E\$OOĆK7KXVQRRQHLVOLEHUDWHGIURPWKHHYLORIKLVVRXOH[FHSWKHZKRUHFHLYHV
$OOĆK·VJXLGDQFH”
So, taking into deep consideration the nature of the nafs, how can the rights of moderation and
morality, for that matter, be defined by a people who HLWKHUGHQ\$OOĆK·VH[LVWHQFHRUGLYHVW+LP
of His sovereignty by separating religion from state? Is not the GHQLDORI$OOĆK·VH[LVWHQFHRUWKH
worship of man or stone the most extreme examples of immoderation? Should not moderation
and extremism be initLDOO\DQGXOWLPDWHO\GHILQHGEDVHGRQPDQ·VUHODWLRQZLWK$OOĆK? How can
there be objectivity in PRGHUDWLRQLQWKHDEVHQFHRI$OOĆKDQGKRZFDQWKHUHEHPRGHUDWLRQZKHQ
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it is left to the arbitrary decision of man and his roguish nafs? Thus, moderation can only truly
thrive in a godly environment because the contents of moderation along with all of its vast variables
FDQRQO\EHPRGHUDWHGDQGGLFWDWHGE\$OOĆK
When we look around us in our adopted environment, we see, due to the DEVHQFHRI$OOĆKWKH
absence of moderation and morality+RZHYHULQVSLWHRIWKLVJDSLQJDEVHQFHRIWKHWZRWKHQRQMuslim still feels he has the right to decide which Muslims are moderate and which ones are not
The term ‘right’ is an interesting term since it has the capacity to carry an absolute legal meaning
and a conventional PHDQLQJ:KDWZHPHDQKHUHLVWKDW, what provides rights can either be sourced
back to an absolute, supreme DXWKRULW\QDPHO\$OOĆK, or it can be sourced back to something that
arbitrarily spins the illusion of possessing such authority, such as the rule of man which is
predicated on desire and a highly limited perspective of what constitutes moderation, morality and
justice7KXVWKHQRQ-Muslim has a false conviction that leads him to believe that he is on equal
grounds (or even higher) to dictate what defines moderation because he fails or refuses to trace
back WKH ZRUG ´ULJKWµ WR WKH 2ZQHU DQG 'LVSRVHU RI DOO ULJKWV QDPHO\ $OOĆK WKH 0LJKW\ DQG
Majestic
When anyone chooses to deny $OOĆK·VH[LVWHQFH, an artificial vacuum arises that must be occupied
by someone or something elseIn other words, when PDQWXUQVDZD\IURPKLV&UHDWRUWKHRQO\
other place to turn to LVWRZDUGV+LVFUHDWLRQ6RHYHQWKRXJKKHIHHOVKHKDV HVFDSHGIURP$OOĆK
by denying His existence, he can never escape from giving to His creation what exclusively belongs
WR$OOĆK So in statement, he says “there is no God” but in belief and attitude he must have a god
in some shape or form 25 Thus, whenever we argue with a non-Muslim on what defines
moderation, if we do not take our argument back to Tawheed then we can never argue back to the
true definition of the term “right” which facilities for an absolute definition of moderationThe
key is to make him aware of whether he is arguing an arbitrary definition of “right” or if he is
arguing a definition that transcends time, place, man and his makeshift definitions for PRGHUDWLRQ
If we can negotiate him back to this fundamental point, we stand a good chance at helping him
realise who truly and ultimately GHVHUYHVWRGHILQHPRGHUDWLRQ

THE PHRASE “MODERATE MUSLIM” IS A CONTRADICTION IN TERMS
'HQLDORI$OOĆKUHTXLUes that His attributes be falsely assigned to creation and this is shirk through negation, which
shows that even the atheist is in reality a mushrik!

25
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Some non-Muslims are adamant that there can never be such a thing as a ‘moderate Muslim’7KH\
myopically view the terms “moderate” and “Muslim” as PXWXDOO\H[FOXVLYH The weird thing here
is that, proponents of this proposition can be more ‘principled’ in their polemics than the Muslims
and non-Muslims who hold hands together to argue against them, and as an ironic result, this also
helps to redefine and, in turn, muddy the waters that ,VOĆPLFDOO\define a moderate MuslimA good
example of this can be viewed in a discussion that took place RQ´UDGLFDO,VOĆPµbetween Ben
Affleck (American actor/ultraliberal), Bill Maher (chat show host/self-styled apatheist) 26 and Sam
Harris (a staunch arrogant advocate RIDWKHLVP   Sam Harris gets the ball rolling by stating,
Liberals have really failed on the topic of theocracy. They’ll criticise white theocracy;
they’ll criticise Christians… but when you want to talk about the treatment of
women and homosexuals and freethinkers and public intellectuals in the Muslim
world I would argue that liberals have failed us. The crucial point of confusion is
that we have been sold this meme of Islamophobia 28 where every criticism of the
GRFWULQHRI,VOĆPJHWVFRQIODWHGZLWKELJRWU\WRZDUGV0XVOLPVDVSHRSOH$QGWKDW
is intellectually ridiculous.
At this moment, Ben Affleck cuts in and asks “6R KROG RQ DUH \RX WKH SHUVRQ ZKR
XQGHUVWDQGVWKHRIILFLDOO\FRGLILHGGHILQLWLRQRI,VOĆP"” Then they fall into a back and forth
on Liberalism and the right to criticise bad ideas which culminates in a statement from Harris,
ZKLFKVKRZFDVHVKLVDWWLWXGHWRZDUGV,VOĆP in all of its splendour: ´,VOĆP at this moment is
the mother lode of bad ideas.” However, the problem of non-Muslims defining a “moderate
Muslim” begins to materialise through the argument of Affleck’s co-panellist on the show against
Harris:
The picture you are painting is to some extent true but it is hugely incomplete. It is
certainly true that plenty of Muslims are fanatics and JihadisEXWWKHSHRSOHZKRDUH

26Apatheism

LV D OLQJXLVWLF EOHQG RI ¶DSDWK\· DQG ¶DWKHLVP· 7KH WHUP GHQRWHV VRPHRQH ZKR IRVWHUV IRU KLPVHlf an
LQGLIIHUHQWDWWLWXGHWRZDUGV*RGDQGUHOLJLRQ
 We say arrogant because he makes statements in his book (wishfully titled The End of Faith) about religious people
like this: “And so, while religious people are not generally mad, their core beliefs absolutely are…”
28 In the modern arena of sound-bite warfare, the term ‘Islamophobia’ is often used a shoot-from-the-hip, quick-fire
UHVSRQVHZKLFKFDQYHU\TXLFNO\GLVDEOHDQ\SURGXFWLYHGLDORJXH+DYLQJVDLGWKDWhowever, if there were ever a term
that could justify the suffix ‘phobia’ outside of its clinical usage, then that term would be ‘Islamophobia’, simply
because there is nothing more irrational and phobia-like than the hatred and fear that is directed towards something
LH,VOĆP WKDWKDVFRPHWRJLYHPDQNLQGWUXHSXUSRVHLQWKLVZRUOGVDOYDWLRQLQWKHKHUHDIWHU
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VWDQGLQJXSWRWKHP>VXFKDV@0DODOD><RXVDI]DL@ 29 0XKDPPDG$OL[unclear] in
,UĆQZKRZDVLPSULVRQHGIRUQLQH years for speaking up for Christians… a friend
WKDW,KDGLQ3DNLVWDQWKDWZDVVKRWWKLV\HDU5DVKHHG Rahman for defending people
accused of apostasy.
Now, people like Sam Harris and Bill Maher are not oblivious to the fact that ,VOĆPKDVlegislation
for apostasySo look at how Bill Maher responds: “All these billion people (Muslims) don’t
hold these pernicious beliefs (apostasy rule etc)?” So Ben Affleck answers the question, which
(for Maher) was more rhetorical than anything, with a resounding “No!”0DKer quickly replies
by stating, ´7KDW·VQRWWUXH%HQ7KDW·VMXVWQRWWUXH The idea that someone should actually
be killed for leaving a religion is just a view of a few bad apples?” Ben Affleck and the liberal
within spontaneously agree that this is “just horrible” 30 but then he goes on to maintain that this
is not the Muslim PDMRULW\YLHZ And now here is where we arrive at the point that shows that
those who believe that the terms “moderate” and “Muslim” are mutually exclusive can be more
principled and informed in their methods of debate than those Liberals who prop up a particular
brand of Muslims as the moderate majority 6DP +DUULV WDNHV FHQWUH VWDJH DQG VWDWHV in his
monologue,
Just imagine some concentric circles 31 here: yRX KDYH DW WKH FHQWUH \RX KDYH -LKĆGLVWV
WKHVHDUHSHRSOHZKRZDNHXSLQWKHPRUQLQJZDQWLQJWRNLOODSRVWDWHVZDQWLQJWR«GLH
trying; they believe in paradise; they believe in martyrdom. Outside of them we have
Islamists; these are people who are just as convinced of martyrdom and Paradise and
wanting to...foist their religion on the rest of humanity but they want to work within the
KWWSHQZLNLSHGLDRUJZLNL0DODODB<RXVDI]DL
%HQ$IIOHFNLVDVWDXQFKVXSSRUWHURI¶JD\·ULJKWVDQGHYHQJD\PDUULDJH7KLVREVHUYDWLRQLVLPSRUWDQWWRWKHRYHUDOO
point that is beLQJGHYHORSHGDWWKLVSRLQWLQWKHSDSHU
31 The problem with Harris’ concentric circles lies in reconciliation between the definition of concentric circles and
WKHZD\LQZKLFKKHKDVUHSUHVHQWHGWKHYDULRXV0XVOLPJURXSVYLDWKHVHFLUFOHV%\GHILQLWLRQ concentric circles are
required to share the same centre or axis, but when you observe the core circle in Harris’ analogy by way of
concentricity, you see that the core circle is occupied by the -LKĆGLVThis is problematic from two angles: (1) it suggests
that the core values found in -LKĆGLVare the core values found in the all other denominations of Muslims represented
LQ WKHVH FLUFOHV   WKH FRUH FLUFOH LV UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO RI WKH FRUH EHOLHIVYDOXHV RI ,VOĆP DQG WKH FRUH YDOXHV DUH
essentially depicted by thH-LKĆGLVWKXVLPSO\LQJWKDW,VOĆPLVHVVHQWLDOO\UDGLFDOLVPDQGH[WUHPLVPDQGWKHUHIRUHWKH
-LKĆGLVDUHWKHWUXHUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVRI,VOĆP6RHYHQWKRXJK+DUULVFDQDUJXHWKDWKHUHFRJQLVHVXQLTXHGLVWLQFWLRQV
found in each group that are concentrically represented that no way answers why (a) Harris made the -LKĆGLVthe core
of these concentric circles (when in reality they should be its outer limits because they do not represent the core beliefs
of the Muslims) and (b) what are these core beliefs that exist in the centre circle and to whom/what do they belong?
This leaves his concentric analogy open to misguided interpretation and therefore the analogy itself is required to be
TXDUDQWLQHG
29
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system; they’re not going to blow themselves up on a bus; they want to change
governments; they want to use democracy against itself…Those two circles arguably are
WZHQW\ SHUFHQW RI WKH 0XVOLP ZRUOG«2XWVLGH RI WKDW FLUFOH \RX KDYH c onservative
Muslims who…can…honestly look at ISIS and say “that does not represent us that we’re
ZHDUHKRUULILHGE\WKDWµEXWWKH\KROGYLHZVDERut human rights and about women [and]
about homosexuals that are deeply troubling. So…these are not Islamists; they are not
-LKĆGLVWVEXW«7KH\DOVRNHHSZRPHQDQGKRPRVH[XDOVLPPLVHUDWHGLQWKHVHFXOWXUHV
and we have to empower the ‘true’ reformers in the Muslim world to change it and lying
about the link between doctrine and behaviour is not going to do that.
This quote clearly demonstrates that Harris’ demographical view of the Muslim world is more
LQIRUPHGWKDQ$IIOHFN·V Harris is a renowned author, seasoned debater and a philosopher who
enters any dialogue or debate with an inbuilt autocue that prompts him to present himself as an
DXWKRULW\RQ0XVOLPVDQGWKHLUEHOLHIVFor the uninformed, like Affleck, Harris can be a force to
be reckoned with, especially when you lack the tools that are required to dismantle the logic that
underpins his tightly-structured arguments6REHFDXVHLiberals, like Affleck, cannot confront such
arguments head on, the only way is to circumvent them by appealing to their liberal views which
DOORZVWKHPWRGHILQHDPRGHUDWH0XVOLP
Affleck is attempting to form a merger between his core beliefs (which are not much different to
Harris’) and the beliefs of the Muslims by having a liberal outlook towards the Muslim world which
requires a steady dose of intellectual denial and thus he becomes embroiled in some type of
doublethink 32 Harris’ state of denial, however, starts from his militant GHQLDORI+LV&UHDWRU which
allows him to arbitrarily UHGHILQHPRGHUDWLRQDQGPRUDOLW\DQGWKHQDWWDFN,VOĆP and its root, based
on self-determined ideals RIZKDWGHILQHVPRUDOLW\DQGPRGHUDWLRQ Harris has taken his atheism
to its logical conclusion and thus, in his mind at least, ,VOĆP, by definition, can never come in
moderation unless ,VOĆPLVcompletely disembowelled of its core contents and stuffed with liberal
values PXFKOLNH&KULVWLDQLW\LVWRGD\  People like Harris are not only accusing Muslims of being
extremists; rather, they DUHDFFXVLQJ,VOĆPLWVHOIRIEHLQJDGRFWULQHRIH[WUHPLVP that by necessity
requires from its adherents extremism3HRSOHOLNH$IIOHFNRQWKHRWKHUKDQGDUHLQDVWDWHRI
denial, and in the partition that this denial creates it allows them to reformat for themselves a
liberal-IULHQGO\IRUPRI,VOĆPZKLFKWKH\VWDPSZLWKWKHir VHDORIPRGHUDWLRQSimply put, one is

32

Doublethink – a person who is completely unaware of the FRQIOLFWVRUFRQWUDGLFWLRQVWKDWH[LVWLQKLVEHOLHIV
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working from the top LHWKH0XVOLPV and the other from the bottom LH,VOĆm) for the right to
define what is and what is not a moderate 0XVOLP No matter which side represents the lesser of
the two evils, both sides DUHVWLOOY\LQJIRUWKHULJKWVWRGHILQHDPRGHUDWH0XVOLP
The consequences of all the above wreak havoc with the siege mentality which exists heavily
amongst the Muslims in the West because when people like Affleck defend the Muslims against
monsters like Harris, many besieged Muslims feel overwhelmed with gratitude towards their
protectorThis tends to make some starry-eyed, liberal Muslims fall over themselves to practically
show the world just KRZULJKW$IIOHFNLVLQKLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIDPRGHUDWH0XVOLP So you will
find scores of Muslims professing proudly that they don’t believe in the death penalty or that they
do QRWKDYHWRZHDUWKHKLMDEEHFDXVHWKH\ZHDUWKH¶KLMDERIWKHKHDUW·3HRSOHOLNH$IIOHFNLQ
spite of his intentions, just further exacerbate affairs when it comes to the Muslims embracing the
WUXHGHILQLWLRQRIDPRGHUDWH0XVOLP
“MODERATE MUSLIM” AND ITS MULTITUDE OF MEANINGS
Non-Muslims, no matter how understanding or reasonable they are, will never define a moderate
Muslim by the ,VOĆPLFVWDQGDUGHLWKHUEHFDXVHWKH\GR QRWNQRZWKH,VOĆPLFVWDQGDUGRUEHFDXVH
WKH,VOĆPLFVWDQGDUGIRUWKHPGRHVQRWGHILQHPRGHUDWLRQIn light of this fact, what exactly does
the phrase “moderate Muslim” mean to them? Well, when we understand that there is no
universally accepted definition in the lexicon of the non-Muslims, we learn that a “moderate
Muslim” is nothing more than a synonym for “what we see as a good Muslim” or a “moderate
Muslim who embraces our values”7KHUHIRUHWKHPRUe a Muslim embraces Western values,
the more moderate he becomes according to Western standards
The definition for a moderate Muslim, as debated over by non-Muslims, becomes even more up
for grabs because, as we know, Western ideals and moral constructs vary from country to country,
and as a result, a “moderate Muslim who embraces our values” is now culturally, spiritually
and politically open to geographical and cultural LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ So vast is the room for its
interpretation, many groups or denominations of non-0XVOLPVFDQVRPHWLPHVFKLPHZLWK,VOĆPLF
standards that are portrayed in the media as extreme For example, homosexuality is explicitly
forbidden by divine text and, as a result, we are constantly under siege for our stance in this matter
However, when we squint our eyes and focus on some of the denominations that exist amongst
the non-Muslims, we find that they are in complete agreement with our beliefs on KRPRVH[XDOLW\
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This observation is poorly reflected in the media because the media and its love for yellow
journalism is only interested in ‘extremism’ that is related WR0XVOLPVRU,VOĆP
5HODWHGWRWKHGHEDWHRQKRPRVH[XDOLW\LVVDPH-VH[PDUULDJH2YHUWKHODVWFRXSOH\HDUVOHJLVODWLRQ
in the UK has been amended to accommodate for same-sex marriages7KH35LQGXVWU\ZRXOG
have us believe that this amendment in law is representative of the voice of the masses and is held
aloft as a victory for equality However, when we look at the comment sections on various media
oXWOHWV HJ <DKRR  wherein the masses can voice the views behind a proxy, we find that the
majority of people who post comments on these sites are against same-sex marriage! So what does
this show?
The first thing this shows is that the non-Muslims themselves radically differ on their ideals of
moderation and morality, and if they have internal, conflicting ideals on what defines morality and
moderation and can they now set standards for the Muslims?
The second thing this shows is that there is a strong trend for manufacturing norms in Western
societies which has the marketing and political clout to present these manufactured standards as
representative RI WKH PDVVHV (YHQ WKRXJK more and more people are embracing these
manufactured norms, it is nowhere near the level that WKH\ZRXOGKDYHXVEHOLHYH

TRUE MODERATION REQUIRES A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE TERMS
“EQUALITY” AND “JUSTICE”
What is the difference between equality and justice? Many non-Muslim social commentators
would have us believe that there is no difference between the two and that they are completely
and utterly interchangeable7KH0XVOLPresponse to this question, however, should be defined by
,VOĆPDQGWKHUHIRUHQXDQFHGMXVWOLNHWKHfollowing response we receive from Shaykh Muhammad
al-‘UthaymƯn regarding the verse:

ÊÊ
ÊÉ ÈǾºċǴǳ¦Àċ Ê¤ଉ¦Ȃ
 مÉǘǈÊ ÌǫÈ¢ÂÈ
ƂÖƃś
Č Ź
È ǘǈǬÌ ǸÌÉ ǳ¦Ƥ

$QGDFWMXVWO\,QGHHG$OODKORYHVWKRVHZKRDFWMXVWO\ 9)
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Included in this verse is justice between one’s children in showing affection. The
3URSKHW VDOODOOĆKX DODLKL ZD VDOODP  VDLG ´)HDU $OOĆK DQG EH MXVW DPRQJVW \RXU
children.” Included in this verse is justice amongst the heirs of inheritance by giving
each one his fixed share. Also included in this verse is equality 33 and justice by
apportioning time between the wives equally. Another thing included in this verse is
fairness towards your soul by not burdening it with more than it is capable. For your
Lord has a right over you and your soul also has a right over you.
+HUHZHDUHUHTXLUHGWREULQJWR\RXUDWWHQWLRQWKDWWKHUHDUHVRPHSHRSOHZKRKDYH
substituted the term “justice” for the term “equality”. This is erroneous because the
term “equality” could imply parity between two things when conventional wisdom
requires a separation. 34 And because of this unjust call to equality [in everything]
they now question´:KDWLVWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQthe sexes?! There should be no
difference between them!” This has reached to the extent that the Communists now
question the difference between a person in power and those whom he rules over.
1RRQHKDVPDVWHU\RYHUDQRWKHUQot even the father over his son and so on and so
on!
+RZHYHULIZHuse the term “justice”ZKLFKLVWRJLYHHDFKWKLQJZKDWLWGHVHUYHV
the harm which comes from the term “equality” is removed and the term [justice]
remains LQWDFW$QGIRUWKLVUHDVRQ\RXZLOOQHYHUILQGLQWKH4XU·ĆQ$OOĆKordering
HTXDOLW\5DWKHUZHILQG

ċ
Ê ǂǷÌÉ ϩ
ƂÖÍƃ¾Ê ƾÌ ǠÌÈ ǳʪ
É È ÈǾºǴǳ¦Àċ ¤

,QGHHG$OODKRUGHUVMXVWLFH(90)

We used the word equality in this section of the translation because it was apt in conveying what justice requires
ZKHQLQYROYHGLQSRO\J\Q\
34 A good example of this is the current debate regarding ZRPHQEHLQJDOORZHGWRVHUYHLQ%ULWLVKLQIDQWU\XQLWV8QWLO
this day, women are not allowed to be involved in close combat, but like everything else in pursuit of equality this is
QRZXSIRUUHYLHZ,QRUGHUIRUWKLVUHVWULFWLRQWREHUHPRYHGFRQYHQWLRQal wisdom has to be circumvented and rules
have to be re-ZULWWHQ)RUH[DPSOHLQRUGHUWRMRLQDQLQIDQWU\XQLWDWUHFUXLWOHYHOPHQKDYHWRFRPSOHWHDUXQRI
PLOHVLQPLQXWHVVHFRQGV7KH\DOVRKDYHWRSDVVDEDWWOHILWQHVVWHVWZKLFKUHTXLUHV infantry to be able to pick
XSDQRWKHUPDQZLWKKLVULIOHDQGHTXLSPHQWDQGWKHQFDUU\KLPLQDILUHPDQ·VOLIWIRUPHWUHV([SHUWVVWDWHWKDW
XSSHUERG\VWUHQJWKLQRIZRPHQZRXOGPDNHLWYLUWXDOO\LPSRVVLEOHWRSDVVWKHWHVWV7KLVLVKRZIDUWhese
SHRSOHDUHSUHSDUHGWRWDNHHTXDOLW\
33
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and

Ê ǸÉ ǰÉ ÌŢÀÈ
¾ ىÊ ƾÌ ǠÌÈ ǳʪ¦Ȃ
Ê Ǽǳ¦ś
ƂÒÕƃଉ
È ¢²Ƣċ
È Ì ºÈƥǶÉƬǸÌ ǰÈ Ʒ¦
È ¯È Ê¤ÂÈ

And when you judge between people to judge with justice (58)

7KXVKHLVPLVWDNHQWKHRQHZKRVWDWHVWKDW,VOĆPLVDUHOLJLRQRIHTXDOLW\5DWKHU
,VOĆPLVDUHOLJLRQRIMXVWLFHbecause it provides equality between two things that are
equal and distinguLVKHV EHWZHHQ WZR WKLQJV WKDW DUH QRW HTXDO +RZHYHU LI KH
intends by the term e quality “justice” then he is correct in his intention but wrong
in his choice of word0RUHRYHUPRVWRIWKHYHUVHs that comment on equality come
in a negative context:

Ê ċ ÀÈ ȂǸÈǴǠºȇǺȇǀÊ ċǳ¦ÄȂÊ ÈƬǈȇǲǿǲÉǫ
ƂÖƃÀÈ ȂǸÉ ÈǴǠÌ ºÈȇȏÈ Ǻȇ
È É ÌÈ È
ÌÈÌÈ Ì
È ǀǳ¦Â

6D\$UHWKRVHZKRNQRZHTXDOWRWKRVHZKRGRQRWNQRZ" 9)
And

Ê ƦÌǳ¦ÂȄÙ ǸǟÌ Èȋ¦Ä
ƂÎÓƃ°ȂČ
É ǸÈ ÉǴČǜǳ¦ÄȂÊ ÈƬǈÌ ÈƫǲÌ ǿ
È ¿ÈÌ ¢ÉŚǐ
È ǲÌ Éǫ
È È È Ì ȂÊ ÈƬǈÌ ÈȇǲÌ ǿ
É Ǽǳ¦Â
È ©Ƣ

6D\,VWKHEOLQGHTXLYDOHQWWRWKHVHHLQJ"2ULVGDUNQHVVHTXLYDOHQWWROLJKW"

And

Ê
Ê
Ê ċ Ê ÅƨƳ° ®
Ǻȇ
  ىǲÈ ÈƫƢÈǫÂ
È ÊƠÙºÈǳÂÉ¢ଉ
Ë È È È ǶÉ ÈǜǟÌ È¢Ǯ
È ƶÊ ƬÌ ǨÈ Ìǳ¦ǲÊ ƦÌ ºÈǫǺǷǪÈ ǨÈ ǻÈ¢ǺÌ Ƿċ ǶǰÉ ǼǷÄȂÊ ÈƬǈÌ ÈȇȏÈ
È ǀǳ¦ǺÈ Ƿ
Ê
 ىÉǴºÈƫƢÈǫÂ
ƂÎÍƃଉ¦Ȃ
È ƾÉ ǠÌ ºÈƥǺǷ¦ȂǬÉ ǨÈ ǻÈ¢
Not equal among you are those who spent before the conquest [of Makkah] and

fought [and those who did so after it]. Those are greater in degree than they who
spent afterwards and fought. (10)
And
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Ê
Ê Ê
Ê
Ê ¢ǂÉ ºȈÌÈǣś
Ê ÊƦǇ
ǾºÊ ċǴǳ¦ǲȈ
È ǔǳ¦ŅÂÉ
È ÊǼǷƚÌ ǸÌÉ ǳ¦ǺÈ ǷÀÈ ÂƾÉ ǟƢǬÈ Ìǳ¦ÄȂÊ ÈƬǈÌ Èȇȏċ
È ĿÊ ÀÈ ÂƾÉ ǿƢƴÈ ǸÌÉ ǳ¦Â
È °Ê ǂċ
ƂÖÒƃ

Not equal are those believers remaining [at home] - other than the disabled - and
WKHPXMDKLGHHQ>ZKRVWULYHDQGILJKW@LQWKHFDXVHRI$OODK95)
There is not a single word in the Qur’an that commands equality; [on the contrary]
it only commands justice. 35
When we look at the term equality as it relates to the sexes, eYHQWKRXJK,VOĆPPDNHVDGLVWLQFWLRQ
between justice and equality, that does not prevent equality from being the default between the
sexes in matters of reward and punishment, acts of worship, piety, legal duties, mutual conduct
and many other matters “Inequality” between the sexes only arises when the legal text or nature
UHTXLUHVLW In spite of all this, a day does not go by without someone in the media complaining
about the lack of HTXDOLW\LQ,VOĆPEHWZHHQWKHVH[HV+RZHYHUZKHQZHORRNDWWKHVHFRPSODLQWV
we see that they are more a by-product of feminism than they are of HTXDOLW\:HNQRZWKLVEHFDXVH
every so-called case of “inequality” that is brought to the public’s attention is always a case that
involves “inequality” WRZDUGVZRPHQ:HDOZD\VKHDUDERXWKRZWKH0XVOLPZRPDQonly inherits
half of the sum of the PDQRUKRZWKHZRPHQFDQQRWWUDYHOZLWKRXWDPDKUDP,VLWQRWVWUDQJH
that we never hear from these “defenders of equality” how it is not fair how only males are required
WRILJKWOHJLWLPDWH-LKĆG and lay their lives on the line, or how it is not fair that women get to keep
WKHLUZHDOWK EXWPHQ KDYHWRVKDUHWKHLU ZHDOWK ZLWK WKHLU ZLYHV 36 Or how we are required to
honour our mothers three times more than we are required to honour our fathers,WLVtruly strange
that the call for equality only surfaces when the equality is in the interest of Muslim ZRPHQThe
irony here is that, this bias call for equality is itself a case of inequality and thus a clear example of
sexism

35Sharh

al-$TĩGDKDO-:ĆVLWL\\DK >@
A couple of centuries ago, this was the reality in Britain: “%HIRUHDQ\PRQH\PDGHE\DZRPDQHLWKHU
through a wageIURPinvestmentE\JLIWRUWKURXJKinheritance automatically became the property of her
husband once she was married. Once a woman became married her property was no longer her own and her
husband could choose to dispose of it whenever he thought suitable.”
36
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FOR THOSE WHO ASPIRE FOR THE TRUE DEFINITION OF MODERATION
AND BALANCE
We will end this paper with a beautiful section of a post from a brother that we found on an Arab
forum:
The third type [of those who claim to be balanced]: whoever ascribes to Wasitiyyah
(moderation) LQVSHHFKDQGDFWLRQDQGLQFUHHGZRUVKLSDQGPDQQHUV7KLVLVWKH
complete situaWLRQRIWKHZRUVKLSSHUVRI$OOĆh and in actuality it is rare for people to
DVFHUWDLQLWDQd RQO\WKHVLQFHUHRQHVIURP$OOĆh’s VHUYDQWVDFKLHYHLW,DVN$OOĆh to
join us with them. So if it is said “what is the way to achieve this status?”
The answer: there has to be effort in the following:
)LUVWUHDVRQDVNLQJ$OOĆKIRUJXLGDQFHKHOSand success. He who clings on to the
VWXUG\ URSH RI $OOĆh sKDOO QRW EH GHSULYHG RI VXFFHVV as “whoever truthfully asks
$OOĆKIRUPDUW\UGRP$OOĆh will make him reach the rank of the martyrsµand likewise
is the case when one truthfully asks for guidance.
Second reason: exerting effort in finding the truth through traversing the path of
seeking knowledge and embarking on this path in a certified and established way
which reaches the main aim.
Third reason: freeing oneself from hateful desires and entrenFKHGELDVHVDVWKHWUXWK
is far from the person of desires and the one full of biased fanaticism and blind
following will not be granted success in obtaining the truth.
Fourth reason: abundant practice and application of knowledge DV WKHUH LV QR
ascertainment of Wasitiyyah except via combining between knowledge and action.
When action is removed knowledge can become a trial for a person and a proof
against him rather than for him.
If you know of these UHDVRQVDQGVHULRXVO\SUDFWLFH WKHPDQG\RXVSHQd that which
LVH[SHQVLYHDQGSUHFLRXVLQRUGHUWRDFKLHYHLW\RXwill reach that which you want
E\$OOĆh’s SRZHUDQGPLJKW$OOĆh is the One Whom we ask IRUDLGDQGXSRQ+LP
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we rely; there is no powHURUPRYHPHQWH[FHSWZLWK$OOĆK He is Sufficient for us and
He is the Best Disposer of Affairs. May prayers and peace be upon our Prophet
0XKDPPDGKLVIDPLO\FRPSDQLRQVDQGDOOZKRVXFFHHGHGWKHPLQJRRGQHVVXS
until the last day.
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