The Night Journey and the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad

Cultivating young Hearts on the Fertile soils of Islam

Elmally 1o
The Night Jourvey and the Ascewsion of
Prophet Mohammad 1

(Part 2)

All praise is for Allah who took His slave Muhammad (¥) on the great Night
Journey and the Ascension through the heavens. This miraculous journey is
from the amazing signs of Allah which demonstrate to us Allah’s incredible
power and ability. It also teaches us about the magnificent honour that Allah
bestowed upon His last messenger, Muhammad #) by allowing him to
undertake thisamazing journey. Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, mentions this

journey in His Book:
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Glory be to Him Who made His servant to go on a night journey from
the Sacred Mosque to the remote mosque of which We have blessed
the precincts, so that We may show to him some of Our signs; surely
He is the Hearing, the Seeing.
[Al Israa 1]

" Compiled by Abu Ameenah AbdurRahman Bennett.
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The story of the Ascension (z)sll)

After the Prophet (¥)took this night journey from Masjid al-Haram to Masjid
al-Agsa, he ascended to the upper heavens. The Prophet (¥)ascended to the
heavens on stairs, called al-Mirgaat, in which one-step is made of gold and
the next of silver, and so on. These stairs are hidden from us. The Prophet
(¥)ascended these stairs until he reached the first heaven. When the Prophet
(#¥)and Jibreel arrived at the first heaven, Jibreel requested the gate to be
opened. The angel assigned to that gate asked Jibreel, "Who is with you?"
Jibreel answered, "It is Muhammad.” The angel asked Jibreel, "Was he
dispatched? Is it time for him to ascend to the heaven?" Jibreel said,
"Yes." So, the gate was opened for him, and Prophet Muhammad (#)entered

the first heaven.

At the first heaven, Prophet Muhammad saw Prophet Adam. To Adam's right,
the Prophet saw some bodies, and to Adam'’s left, other bodies. When Adam
looked to his right, he would laugh, and when he looked to his left, he would
cry. Adam was seeing all the souls of his descendants. Those on his right
were his descendants who would die as believers and those on his left were

his descendants who would die as non-believers.

Then the Prophet (#)ascended to the second heaven. In this second heaven
was where Prophet Muhammad saw Prophets Isa and Yahyaa. Isa and
Yahyaa are cousins; their mothers were sisters. They welcomed the Prophet
and made du’aa for him for good things. The Prophet ascended to the third
heaven, where he found Prophet Yusuf. Prophet Yusuf was extremely
handsome. Allah bestowed half the beauty on Yusuf. Yusuf received the

Prophet (#)with a warm welcome and made du’aa for him for good things.

Then the Prophet (#)ascended to the fourth heaven, where he found Prophet
ldrees. Idrees welcomed the Prophet (¥) and made du’aa for him for good
things. In the fifth heaven, the Prophet encountered Haaroun, the brother of

Prophet Moosaa. In the sixth heaven, he encountered Prophet Moosaa
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himself. Each of these Prophets received Prophet Muhammad with a warm

welcome and made du’aa for him for good things.

Then the Prophet (#)ascended to the seventh heaven, and that is where our
Messenger saw Prophet Ibraaheem. Prophet lbraheem is the best of the
prophets after our Prophet Muhammad. The Prophet (¥) saw Prophet
lbraaheem with his back against al-Bayt al-Ma’moor (U3aall &), To the
inhabitants of the skies, al-Bayt al-Ma’'mur is as the Ka'bah is to us, the
inhabitants of the earth. Every day, 70,000 angels go there then exit from
it, never to return again. The next day another 70,000 angels go, come out
and never return. This will continue until the Day of Judgment. And this is
why it is called al-Bayt al-Ma’moor, because it is a house that is constantly

frequented and inhabited by the angels.

In the seventh heaven, Prophet Muhammad (#)saw a very big lotus tree (35
<&, Each of the fruits of this tree is as large as a big jar. The leaves of this
tree are similar to the ears of the elephants. Sidrat al-Muntaha is an
extremely beautiful tree. The colours on this tree were unknown to the
Prophet (#). No human eye has ever seen these colours. It is called “Sidrat
al-Muntaha” because the knowledge of the angels stops at that point, and

no one has gone beyond it except for the Messenger of Allah.

Then the Prophet (¥) ascended to what is beyond the seven heavens; he
entered Paradise. He saw the inhabitants of Paradise and how their
permanent life styles will be. He saw that most of the inhabitants of Paradise

are the poor people.

In Paradise, the Prophet (#)saw some of the bounties that Allah has prepared
for the inhabitants of Paradise. He saw il 533 who are females Allah
created, who are not humans or jinn. They are in Paradise and will be

married to those men Allah willed them to marry.

The Prophet (#)saw o3aa o (boys of everlasting youth) who are not the

children of people of this world. They are a very beautiful creation of Allah.
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Their faces are so bright and their colours and their garments are so
beautiful, you would think that they were scattered pearls. They are
servants of the inhabitants of Paradise. The least in status of the People of
Paradise will have 10,000 of boys of everlasting youth to serve him. Each
one of them will carry a tray of gold in one hand and a tray of silver in the
other hand.

The Prophet (#)saw other things on the night of his ascension. He saw Malik,
the angelin charge of the Hellfire. Malik did not smile at the Prophet (&) when
he saw him, and the Prophet (¥) asked why. In answer to the Prophet's
question, Jibreel said, "Malik did not smile since the day Allah created him.

Had he smiled for anyone, he would have smiled for you.”

The Prophet (#¥)saw the Throne (Arsh), which is the ceiling of Paradise. The
Throne is the largest creation of Allah in terms of size; Allah did not create
anything bigger in size than it. The seven heavens and the earth in
comparison to the Kursiyy, are like a ring thrown in a desert, and the Kursiyy
in comparison to the Throne, is like a ring thrown in a desert. The seven
heavens and the earth in comparison to the Throne are like a seed of

mustard compared to the ocean.

Allah created the Throne to show His Power. It is carried by four angels, and
on the Day of Judgment, it will be carried by eight. The Prophet (¥)said he
was permitted to speak about one of these angels who carry the Throne. In
describing this angel, the Prophet (#)told us the distance between his ear

lobe and shoulder is the distance a fast-flying bird would cover in 700 years.

Then the Prophet (¥)ascended beyond Paradise. He reached a place where
he heard 28Y) Cay ya (the squeaking of the pens) used by the angels who are
copying from the Preserved Tablet. It is at that location when Prophet (%)
Muhammad heard the Speech of Allah, which is an attribute of Allah. He
heard the speech of Allah which does not resemble our speech. The Prophet

(#¥) understood several things from hearing this speech of Allah. He
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understood the obligation of the five Obligatory Prayers. The Prophet (%)

said,

‘Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, enjoined fifty prayers upon my Ummah,
and | came back with that until | passed by Moosaa, who said: 'What has
your Lord enjoined upon your Ummah?' | said: 'He has enjoined fifty
prayers on them.' Musa said to me: '‘Go back to your Lord, the Mighty
and Sublime, for your Ummah will not be able to do that.! So | went back
to my Lord, the Mighty and Sublime, and He reduced a portion of it. Then
| came back to Musa and told him, and he said: ‘Go back to you Lord, for
your Ummah will not be able to do that.' So | went back to my Lord, the
Mighty and Sublime, and He said: 'They are five (prayers) but they are
fifty (in reward), and the Word that comes from Me cannot be changed.’
| came back to Musa and he said: 'Go back to your Lord.' | said: ‘I feel

too shy before my Lord, the Mighty and Sublime."”

After all these matters took place with the Prophet, he returned to the city
of Makkah. Some scholars said the Prophet's journey took about one-third
of the night, i.e,, his journey from Makkah to Jerusalem, then to the heavens
and what isabove them, and then back to Makkah. The next day, the Prophet
(#)told the people what had happened to him the previous night.

The disbelievers amongst his people belied the Prophet (#)and mocked him,
saying, "We need a month to get there and back, and you are claiming
to have done all this in one night?!” They said to Abu Bakr, "Look at what
your companion is saying. He says he went to Jerusalem and came back
in one night." Abu Bakr told them, "If he said that, then he is truthful. |
believe him concerning the news of the heavens; that an angel descends
to him from the heavens. How could | not believe he went to Jerusalem
and came back in a short period of time when this happens on earth?”
At that, the Companion, Abu Bakr, was called "as-Siddeeq” because of how

strongly he believed in the Prophets Night Journey and the Ascension.
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The disbelievers amongst his people questioned the Prophet: "If you are
truthful, then describe to us Masjid al-Agsaa and its surroundings.” They
asked this because they knew Prophet Muhammad (#) had never been there
before. Allah enabled the Messenger (¥) to see Masjid al-Agsaa, and he
described the masjid and its surroundings in its exact detail. Moreover, the
Prophet said, "On my way back, | saw some of your shepherds grazing
their animals in a particular location. They were searching for a camel
they had lost." The Prophet (¥)continued by giving the description of the
camel. When these shepherds came back, they told their people what

happened to them, just as the Prophet had already told them.
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Answer the following questions by looking at the text of the lesson carefully:

When the Prophet ascended to the heavens, what were the steps he

ascended on called?

. What were these steps made of?

3. Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the first heaven?

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

. Why did the Prophet in the first heaven cry when he looked to his left

and laugh when he looked to his right?

Which two prophets did Prophet Muhammad see in the second
heaven?

How are these two prophets related?

Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the third heaven?
How much beauty did Allah bestow on this prophet?

Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the fourth heaven?

. Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the fifth heaven?
. Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the sixth heaven?
. Which prophet did Prophet Muhammad see in the seventh heaven?

. The prophet in the seventh heaven had his back against a place where

the angels worship Allah. What is the name of this place?

In the seventh heaven, the Prophet Muhammad saw a very big lote
tree. What was the name of this tree in Arabic and can you describe
it?

What did the Prophet Muhammad say about most of the inhabitants
of the Paradise?

What name was given to the females that Allah created exclusively
for Paradise?

What mighty creation of Allah is the ceiling of Paradise?

How many angels carry this mighty creation of Allah?

What did Prophet Muhammad hear when he ascended beyond

Paradise?
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20. When the Prophet ascended above Paradise, he also heard the
Speech of Allah. What pillar of Islam was made obligatory on the
Muslims?

21. This obligatory pillar was originally how many and what was it
reduced to?

22.Many of the disbelievers belied the Prophet’s journey, but which
faithful companion believed in his miraculous journey?

23.What honourable title was this companion given due to his strong

acceptance of the Prophet’s journey?
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