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ن� جِ الْ  مُ الَ �َ   
The World of the Jinn1 

 

 

 

The Meaning of the word ‘Jinn’ 
Before we learn about the world of the Jinn, let us first have a look at the 

etymology2 of the word Jinn. The word ‘Jinn’ comes from the Arabic letters 

 If we were to look in Arabic dictionary, we would find that the .النُّوْن and الجِیْم

verb  َنَّ ج  means 

 
 

So the verb  َّجَن means to cover, conceal or hide. The word  ُّجِن is the noun of 

the verb  َّجَن. There are other words in the Arabic language that share the 

same root letters  َّجَن. One of these words is جَنَّة which means ‘a garden 

surrounded by trees’. Another word is جُنَّة and it means a shield. The last word 

we’ll bring here is جَنیِْن and it means an embryo. All of us were once embryos 

when we were in our mothers’ wombs! 

 

All of these words share a basic meaning because all of these words share 

the same root letters  َّجَن. Can you figure out the basic meaning they share? 

Let’s have a closer look: 

                                                                 
1 Compiled by Abu Ameenah AbdurRahman Bennett. 
2 The word etymology is a big, big word which means “the study of the origin of words 
and how words change throughout history”. 
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 An embryo (الجَنیِْن) is hidden from us because it is in a mother’s womb. 

 A garden with trees all around it (جَنَّة) is hidden from us. 

 Paradise (الجَنَّة) is hidden from us. 

 A shield (الجُنَّة) hides someone and therefore he is hidden from us. 

 The jinn ( ُّالجِن) live in an unseen world and so they are hidden from us. 

 

So, the word jinn means “hidden from sight” and we know the jinn are hidden 

from sight because Allah says about Iblees and his soldiers: 

 

 ٢٧حَيۡثُ َ� ترََوَۡ�هُمۡۗ إنَِّهُۥ يرََٮُٰ�مۡ هُوَ وَقَبيِلهُُۥ مِنۡ 
Verily, he and his soldiers (from the jinns) see you from where you 

cannot see them. 
[Al A'raf27] 

 
The Existence of the Jinn 
The Qur’an and the Sunnah both prove that the world of the jinn is a real 

world and that, just like mankind, the Jinn were created for a noble purpose. 

Allah says, 

 

نَّ وَمَا خَلَقۡتُ  �سَ إِ�َّ ِ�َعۡبُدُونِ ٱۡ�ِ  ٥٦وَٱۡ�ِ
And I have not created the jinn and the men except that they should 

worship Me. 

[Adh Dhaariyaat 56] 
 

And because the jinn were created to worship Allah, just like mankind, 

messengers were sent to them to teach them how to worship Allah. Allah 

says,  

 

نِّ َ�مَٰعَۡ�َ  ونَ عَلَيُۡ�مۡ ءَاَ�ِٰ� ٱۡ�ِ تُِ�مۡ رسُُلٞ مِّنُ�مۡ َ�قُصُّ
ۡ
لمَۡ يأَ

َ
�سِ �  ١٣٠وَٱۡ�ِ

O assembly of jinns and mankind! Did there not come to you 

messengers from amongst you, reciting unto you My Verse? 

[al-An’aam 130] 
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The world of the jinn, who were created before humans, is an independent 

and separate world, with its own distinct nature and features that are 

hidden from the world of humans. Jinns and humans have some things in 

common, such as the possession of understanding and the choice between 

the way of good and the way of evil. The jinns have emotions and feelings 

like humans, and the jinns also sleep, eat and drink like humans. 

 

The Essence of Jinn 
Just as man was created from clay and angels were created from light, the 

jinn were created from fire. Allah says about the jinn 

 

ارجِٖ مِّن نَّارٖ  ٱۡ�َانَّٓ وخََلقََ    ١٥مِن مَّ
And He created the jinn of a smokeless flame of fire. 

[Ar Rahmaan 15] 

 

In a hadith recorded by the great scholar of hadith Muslim on the authority 

of ‘Aa’isha that the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, 

 

ا وُصِفَ لَُ�مْ  اْ�َانُّ خُلقَِتِ المََْ��كَِةُ مِنْ نوُرٍ وخَُلقَِ   مِنْ مَارجٍِ مِنْ ناَرٍ وخَُلقَِ آدَمُ مِمَّ
The Angels were created out of light and the Jinns were created out of 

a smokeless flame of fire and Adam was born as he has been described 

(in the Qur'an) for you (i. e. he is fashioned out of clay). 

 

Who was created first: Man or Jinn? 

There is no doubt that the jinn were created before mankind. There is no 

doubt because the Book of Allah affirms this: 

 

سۡنُونٖ  �َ�ٰنَ مِن صَلَۡ�لٰٖ مِّنۡ َ�َإٖ مَّ مِن نَّارِ  مِن َ�بۡلُ خَلَقَۡ�هُٰ ٱۡ�َانَّٓ وَ  ٢٦وَلَقَدۡ خَلَقۡنَا ٱۡ�ِ
مُومِ   ٢٧ٱلسَّ

And indeed, We created man from sounding clay of altered black smooth 

mud. And the jinn, We created aforetime from a smokeless flame of fire.  

[Al Hijr, 26-27] 
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Some of the scholars say that the jinn were created a thousand years before 

mankind, but there is no evidence for this statement in the Qur’an or the 

Sunnah. 

 

The Names of the Jinn in the Arabic language 
Ibn Abdul Barr said that according to the scholars of language, the jinn have 

different names: 

 

1. If someone is mentioning the jinn purely of themselves then they are 

called jinni (جِنِّي). 

2. If someone is mentioning the jinn that live along mankind then they 

are called ‘aamar ( رعامَ  ). 

3. If someone is mentioning the jinn who interfere with children then they 

are called arwaah (أرَْوَاح)  

4. If someone is mentioning the jinn who are evil and interfere with 

humans then they are called shaytaan (شَیْطَان). 

5. If they cause even more harm and grow stronger then they are called 

‘Ifreet (عِفْرِیْت). 

 

 

The Types of Jinn 

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 
 

صْنَافٍ 
َ
نُّ َ�َ ثَ�ثةَِ أ جْنِ  : اْ�ِ

َ
  وصَِنفٌْ َ�لُِّونَ وََ�ظْعَنُونَ  وَِ�بٌ وَصِنفٌْ حَيَّاتٌ  حَةٌ يطَُِ�ونَ ِ� الهَْوَاءِ صِنفٌْ لهَُمْ أ

The jinn are of three types: (1) a type that has wings and flies (2) a type 

that are dogs and snakes and (3) a type that stops for a rest then 

resumes its journey. 

 

The relationship between Man and Jinn3 

Every individual among the children of Aadam has a jinn who has been 

appointed to be his constant companion (قَرِیْن). Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood said 

that the Messenger of Allaah (صلى الله علیھ وسلم) said,  

 

                                                                 
3 This section was taken from islamqa.com. 
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َ بهِِ  حَدٍ إِ�َّ وَقدَْ وُّ�ِ
َ
نِّ هُ مِنَ قرَِ�نُ مَا مِنُْ�مْ مِنْ أ  اْ�ِ

There is not one of you who does not have a jinn appointed to be his 

constant companion. 

 

They said,  

 ِ  �يَّاكَ ياَ رسَُولَ ا�َّ

And you too, O Messenger of Allaah? 
 
He said (صلى الله عليه وسلم),  

 

نَّ 
َ
مُرُِ� إِ�َّ ِ�َْ�ٍ �يَّاىَ إِ�َّ أ

ْ
سْلَمَ فََ� يأَ

َ
َ�نَِ� عَليَهِْ فَأ

َ
َ أ  ا�َّ

Me too, but Allaah has helped me to overpower him and he has 

submitted, thus he only commands me with good.’ (Reported by Muslim).  

 

 

Al-Nawawi said in his explanation of Saheeh Muslim, “‘He has submitted’ … 

he became a believing Muslim. This is the apparent meaning.” 

 

The Powers the jinn Possess4 

Allah has given the jinn powers that he has not given to humans. Allah has 

told us about some of their powers, such as the ability to move and travel 

quickly. An ‘ifreet from among the jinn guaranteed to the Prophet Sulaymaan 

that he would bring the throne of the Queen of Yemen (Sheba) to Jerusalem 

in a moment faster than that needed for a man to get up from where he was 

sitting. Allah says, 

 

نِّ قاَلَ  مِٞ� عِفۡرِ�تٞ مِّنَ ٱۡ�ِ
َ
قَامِكَۖ �ّ�ِ عَلَيۡهِ لَقَويٌِّ أ ن َ�قُومَ مِن مَّ

َ
ناَ۠ ءَا�يِكَ بهِۦِ َ�بۡلَ أ

َ
�

ن يرَۡتدََّ إَِ�كَۡ طَرۡفُكَۚ  ٣٩
َ
ناَ۠ ءَا�يِكَ بهِۦِ َ�بۡلَ أ

َ
ِي عِندَهۥُ عِلۡمٞ مِّنَ ٱلكَِۡ�بِٰ � ا قاَلَ ٱ�َّ فَلَمَّ

ا عِندَهۥُ قَالَ َ�ذَٰا مِن فَضۡلِ رَّ�ِ    ٤٠رءََاهُ مُسۡتَقِرًّ
                                                                 
4 This section was taken from islamqa.com. 
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An ‘ifreet (strong one) from the jinns said, ‘I will bring it [her throne] to 

you before you rise from your place (council). And verily, I am indeed 

strong, and trustworthy for such work.’ One with whom was knowledge 

of the Scripture said: ‘I will bring it to you within the twinkling of an 

eye!’ – then when Sulaymaan saw it placed before him, he said, ‘This is 

by the Grace of my Lord…’ 

[An Naml, 39-40] 

 

What do the Jinn Eat?5 

Abdullah ibn Mas’ood said that Allah’s Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said 

 

 

تُ عَليَهِْمُ القُْرْآنَ 
ْ
نِّ فذََهَبتُْ مَعَهُ َ�قَرَأ تاَِ� دَاِ� اْ�ِ

َ
�  

There came to me an inviter on behalf of the Jinn and I went along with 

him and recited to them the Qur'an. 

 

Then the jinn asked the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) about their nourishment, so he said, 

 

وْفَرَ مَا يَُ�ونُ َ�ْمًا وَُ�ُّ َ�عَرٍَ� عَلفٌَ 
َ
يدِْيُ�مْ أ

َ
ِ عَليَهِْ َ�قَعُ ِ� � وَابُِّ�مْ  لَُ�مْ ُ�ُّ َ�ظٍْ� ذُكرَِ اسْمُ ا�َّ َ�ِ 

Every bone on which the name of Allah is recited is your provision. The 

time it will fall in your hand it would be covered with meat, and the dung 

of (the camels) is feed for your animals. 

 

Then the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said, 

 

هُمَا طَعَامُ إخِْوَانُِ�مْ فََ� �سَْتنَجُْوا   بهِِمَا فإَِ�َّ

Don't perform istinjaa with these (things) for these are the food of your 

brothers (Jinn). 
 

Where do the Jinn live? 

The jinn live on this earth where we do. They are mostly to be found in ruins 

and unclean places like bathrooms, dunghills, garbage dumps and 

                                                                 
5 This section was taken from islamqa.com. 
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graveyards. Hence the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) taught us to take precautions when 

entering such places, by reciting the prayers prescribed by Islam. One of 

these was reported by Anas ibn Maalik, who said,  

 

عُوذُ بكَِ مِنَ اْ�ُبُثِ وَاْ�َبَا�ثِِ  " إذَِا دَخَلَ اْ�َ�ءََ قاَلَ 
َ
 اللَّهُمَّ إِّ�ِ أ

When the Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم) entered the toilet, he would say, ‘O Allah, 

I seek refuge with You from the evil ones, male and female.’ 

 

The scholars say that the word ُالخُبث is the plural for الخَبیِْث and it means the 

evil and dirty shaytaans. The word  َثائِ بَ الخ  is the plural for َالخَبیِْثة and it mean 

the female evil and dirty shaytaans. 
 

Some jinns are Muslims and some are Disbelievers 

Just like mankind, there are believers and disbelievers amongst the jinn. 

Allah tells us in His Book that the jinn said 

 

وۡاْ رشََدٗا  ٰٓ�كَِ َ�رََّ وْلَ
ُ
سۡلَمَ فَأ

َ
نَّا مِنَّا ٱلمُۡسۡلمُِونَ وَمِنَّا ٱلَۡ�سِٰطُونَۖ َ�مَنۡ أ

َ
ا   ١٤وَ� مَّ

َ
ٱلَۡ�سِٰطُونَ وَأ

هَنَّمَ حَطَبٗا   ١٥فََ�نوُاْ ِ�َ
And some of us are Muslims, and of us some disbelievers. And 

whosoever has embraced Islam, then such have strived for guidance. 

And as for the disbelievers, they shall be fuel for Hell.’” 

[Al Jinn, 14-15] 

 

The Jinn on the Day of Resurrection 

Just like mankind, the jinn will be called to account on the day of 

Resurrection. They will stand before Allah and be judged for the good and 

the bad that they did in this worldly life. Allah says in His Book 

 

ونَ  ۚ� وَلَقَدۡ  هُمۡ لمَُحَۡ�ُ نَّةُ إِ�َّ  ١٥٨عَلمَِتِ ٱۡ�ِ
But the jinns know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him) 

[As Saffaat 158] 
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Protection from the harm of the jinn6 

Because the jinn can see us while we cannot see them, the Prophet ( صلى الله

وسلمعلیھ  ) taught us many ways to protect ourselves from their harm, such as 

seeking refuge with Allaah from the accursed Shaytaan, reciting Soorat al-

Falaq and Soorat al-Naas, and reciting the words taught by Allaah in the 

Qur’an: 

 

عُوذُ بكَِ مِ 
َ
َ�طِِٰ� نۡ هَمََ�تِٰ وَقُل رَّبِّ أ ونِ  ٩٧ٱلشَّ ن َ�ُۡ�ُ

َ
عُوذُ بكَِ رَبِّ أ

َ
 ٩٨وَأ

Say: ‘My Lord! I seek refuge with You from the whisperings 

(suggestions) of the shayaateen. And I seek refuge with You, my Lord, 

from them coming near me.’ 

[al-Mu’minoon 97-98] 

 

Saying  ِبسِْمِ الله (in the Name of Allah) before entering one’s home, before eating 

or drinking, and before having intercourse will also keep the Shaytaan from 

entering the house or partaking with a person in his food, drink and sexual 

activity. Similarly, mentioning the name of Allah before entering the toilet or 

taking off one’s clothes will prevent the jinn from seeing a person’s ‘awrah 

(private parts) or harming him, as the Prophet (صلى الله علیھ وسلم) said, 

 

نِّ وعََوْرَاتِ  عُْ�ِ اْ�ِ
َ
ِ سَْ�ُ مَا بَْ�َ أ نْ َ�قُولَ �سِْمِ ا�َّ

َ
حَدُهُمْ اْ�َ�ءَ أ

َ
 بَِ� آدَمَ إذَِا دَخَلَ أ

Placing a barrier between the sight of the jinn and the ‘awrah of the sons of 

Aadam, when entering the toilet, is achieved by saying ‘Bismillaah’.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
6 This section was taken from islamqa.com. 
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Answer the following questions by looking at the lesson carefully: 

 

1. What does the big word ‘etymology’ mean? 

2. What Arabic letters does the word ‘jinn’ come from and what do these 

Arabic letters mean in the dictionary? 

3. Can you mention three other words that share the same Arabic letters 

as the word ‘jinn’? 

4. What does Allah say about Iblees and his soldiers? 

5. What noble purpose were the jinn created for? 

6. Name some things that the jinn have in common with humans. 

7. What natural element are the jinns created from? 

8. Who was created first – man or jinn? 

9. What is the name of a jinn who live along with mankind? 

10. What is the name of the jinn that is very strong and causes more 

harm? 

11. What is the name of the jinn that interferes with children? 

12. How many types of jinn are there and what are they? 

13. Every person has a jinn appointed to him to be his constant 

companion. What happened to the jinn of Allah’s Messenger? 

14. What powers do the jinn possess? 

15. What do the jinn eat? 

16. Where are jinns found mostly? 

17. What should we say in Arabic when we enter the toilet? 

18. What soorahs can we recite to seek refuge from the shayaateen? 

19. At what times should we say بسم الله to stop the jinn from partaking in 

the things we do? 

20. What happens when we say بسم الله before entering the toilet? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


