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Cul t i vat ing  young  Hear t s  o n  the  Fe rt i l e  so i l s  o f  I s l am 

 

کمُْ یا عبِاَدَ االله؟ِربَُّ أیَنَْ   

Where is your Lord, O Servants of 

Allah?1 
 

 بسم ا الرحمن الرحيم

Part One 

 

The question “where is your Lord?” is a question that is naturally linked to 

 We have already studied in our Eemaan series that .(belief in Allah) الایمان با�

belief in Allah includes four things: 

 

 (Belief in Allah’s Existence) الإِیْمانُ بوُِجُوْدِ الله .1

 belief in Allah’s Lordship) الإِیْمانُ بِرُبوُْبیَِّتِھِ  .2

 (belief in Allah’s Names and Attributes) الإِیْمانُ بِأسْمائِھِ وصِفاتِھِ  .3

 (belief in Allah’s worship) الإِیْمانُ بِألُوُْھِیَّتِھِ  .4

 

The question “where is your Lord?” is a question that links back to  ُالإِیْمان

 because everything that exists must have (Belief in Allah’s Existence) بوُِجُوْدِ الله

a place of existence otherwise it simply doesn’t exist! Allah is the greatest of 

all beings that exist, but His existence is very, very different from our 

existence for the following reasons: 

 

• Allah has always existed and will always exist. Allah has no beginning 

and He has no end. Everything in creation, however, has a beginning 

                                         
1 Compiled by Abu Ameenah AbdurRahman Bennett. 
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and an end, no matter how old or ancient the creation is. For example, 

some scientists estimate that the Sun is 4.6 billion years old! Now, that 

is extremely old but it doesn’t change the fact that the Sun came into 

existence 4.6 billion years ago. Allah is truly unique in His existence 

because only He has no beginning and will exist forever. 

 

• Allah does not depend upon anything to exist but everything depends 

upon Him for its existence. In surah al-Ikhlaus, Allah reveals to us one 

of His perfect names: مَد  The great companion, Abu Hurairah said  .الصَّ

that the name of Allah مَد  means "He who is independent of all and الصَّ

all others are dependent upon him.” This statement from Abu 

Hurairah teaches us how Allah’s existence is truly different from ours 

because everything in existence (a) needs Allah to exist and (b) needs 

Allah to stay in existence! 

 

The above two points should teach us that not only is it super important to 

believe that Allah exists but that it is also super important to believe that 

He exists in a way that is unique to Him and Him alone. Many non-Muslims 

believe that God exists but they make His existence like the existence of His 

creation and this is nothing more than shirk because they have made Allah 

comparable to His creation. This should make clear that how we believe 

Allah exists is as important to believing He exists. 

 

Another super important part of belief in Allah’s existence, which is the topic 

of our lesson, is where we believe Allah exists. Many non-Muslims and, 

unfortunately, Muslims believe that Allah exists in every place.  However, the 

Qur’an and the Sunnah, the consensus of the scholars, common sense, and 

the fitrah (natural human instinct) teaches us that Allah does not exist in 

every place.  

 

Let us have a look at each one of these types of evidences because the true 

Muslim only takes his beliefs and practices from the Islamic evidences. 
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What the Qur’an says 

There are so many verses in the Qur’an that speak frankly about Allah being 

above His creation and above His Throne. Actually, one of Allah’s sublime 

attributes is that He is the Most High (ُالْعلُو). Allah says at the end of Aayatul-

Kursi that 

 ٢٥٥ٱلۡعَظِيمُ ٱلۡعَِ�ُّ وَهُوَ 
…and He is the Most High, the Great. 

[Al Baqarah 255] 

 

In another verse, Allah clearly tells us that He is above us: 

 

  ٥٠وََ�فۡعَلوُنَ مَا يؤُۡمَرُونَ۩ فوَۡقهِِمۡ َ�َافوُنَ رَ�َّهُم مِّن 
They fear their Lord above them and do what they are commanded. 

[An Nahl50] 

 

We also know that Allah is above us because He sends things down: 

 

ۡ�اَإنَِّا َ�ۡنُ   ٩ٱّ�ِكۡرَ �نَّا َ�ُۥ لََ�فٰظُِونَ  نزََّ
"Verily We it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e., the Quran) …"  

[Al Hijr 9] 

 

In another verse, Allah informs us that He is above the heavens: 

 

ن  مِنتُم مَّ
َ
مَاءِٓ ءَأ �ضَ  ِ� ٱلسَّ

َ
ن َ�ۡسِفَ بُِ�مُ ٱۡ�

َ
 ١٦أ

Do you feel secure that He, Who is above the heavens, will not cause 

the earth to sink with you? 

[Al Mulk16] 

 

Now, some smart aleck might come along and say, “But does not the word 

 in Arabic mean ‘in’ and wouldn’t that mean that Allah is actually in the فِيْ 

Heavens?!” In the Arabic language, the word في has many meanings. Its main 
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meaning is indeed ‘in’ which is used to indicate one thing being in another 

thing. For instance, “Muhammad is in the house.” However, words in Arabic 

have the capacity to carry many different meanings, and that’s why Arabic 

is a very rich language. Another meaning of  ْفِي is “on” or “above”. We know 

this because Allah used it with this meaning in His Great Book: 

 

صَلّبَِنَّ 
ُ
 ٧١جُذُوعِ ٱ�َّخۡلِ  ِ� ُ�مۡ وََ�

And I will certainly crucify you on the trunks of the palm trees. 

[Ta Ha 71] 

 

You don’t have to be super-duper intelligent to figure out that you can’t 

crucify someone in trunks of palm trees! Therefore, the word  ْفِي here clearly 

means on.  

 

In another verse, Allah says, 

 

يَّاٖ� ُ�مَّ 
َ
�ضَ ِ� سِتَّةِ �

َ
َ�َٰ�تِٰ وَٱۡ� ِي خَلقََ ٱلسَّ ُ ٱ�َّ   ٥٤ٱسۡتَوَىٰ َ�َ ٱلۡعَرۡشِ إنَِّ رَ�َُّ�مُ ٱ�َّ

Indeed Your Lord is Allâh, who created the heavens and the earth in six 

days, and then He rose over the Throne. 

[Al A'raaf 54] 

 

Now, because we are curious creatures, someone might well ask, “If Allah is 

above His Throne, where then is His Throne?” The great Companion, Ibn 

Mas’ood eloquently answered this question: 

 

“The width of each heaven is a distance of five hundred years marching. 

Between the seventh heaven and the Footstool (al-Kursiy) is (a distance of) 

five hundred years. Between the Footstool and the water is (a distance of) 

five hundred years. The Throne is above the water and Allaah is above the 

Throne, and none of your deeds are concealed from Him.”2 Let us put what 

Ibn Mas’ood is saying into point structure: 

                                         
2 Graded as Saheeh by Imam al-Dhahabi in al-Uluw (64). 
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 There are seven heavens, and from one heaven to the next, it would 

take us 500 YEARS to reach the next one! 

 Jennah is above the seventh heaven. 

 Allah’s Kursiy (Footstool) is above Jennah. 

 The water is above Allah’s Kursiy. 

 Allah’s Throne is above the water. 

 Allah is above His Throne. 

 

This, without a shadow of a doubt, teaches us that Allah is above His creation 

because Allah’s Throne, due to its sheer size, is the roof of creation and He 

is above His throne and thus above His creation! We will revisit the point 

about Allah being above His Throne further down in this lesson. 
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Questions on Part One: 

Answer the following questions by looking carefully at the text of the lesson: 

 

1. What is “where is your Lord?” naturally linked to? 

2. Write in Arabic and English the four parts of belief in Allah. 

3. Can you explain in your own words why Allah’s existence is very, very 

different from our existence? 

4. What meaning did the great companion, Abu Hurairah give to Allah’s 

amazing attribute مَد  ?الصَّ

5. What does the statement of Abu Hurairah teach us about Allah’s 

existence? 

6. Where does the Muslim take his beliefs and practices from? 

7. Can you quote three different verses from the Qur’an to show that 

Allah is above His creation? 

8. If some smart aleck said to you “But does not the word  ِْفي in Arabic 

mean ‘in’ and wouldn’t that mean that Allah is actually in the 

Heavens?!” how would you reply to him? 

9. Can you bring an evidence from the Qur’an to show that في can mean 

‘on’ or ‘above’? 

10. Where is Allah’s Throne? 

11. How many heavens are there and what is the distance between each 

heaven? 
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کمُْ یا عبِاَدَ االله؟ِربَُّ أیَنَْ   

Where is your Lord, O Servants of 

Allah? 
 

 بسم ا الرحمن الرحيم

 

Part 2 

 

What the Sunnah says 

The Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger (صلى الله عليه وسلم) is just as emphatic when it comes to 

affirming that Allah is above His creation and not in it. There are many 

narrations from the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) that describe Allah being above His 

creation. Perhaps the best of these narrations is the following one: 

 

ِ قاَلَ قُلتُْ  لَِ�ّ ةً  :َ�نْ مُعَاوَِ�ةَ بنِْ اْ�ََ�مِ السُّ ِ جَارَِ�ةٌ ِ� صَكَكْتُهَا صَكَّ مَ ذَلكَِ  .ياَ رسَُولَ ا�َّ َ�عَظَّ
عْتقُِهَا قاَلَ 

ُ
فََ� أ

َ
ِ ص� ا� عليه وسلم َ�قُلتُْ أ َّ رسَُولُ ا�َّ فَجِئتُْ بهَِا  :قاَلَ  . "ائتِِْ� بهَِا  " :َ�َ

ُ  " :قاَلَ  ْ�نَ ا�َّ
َ
مَاءِ  :قاَلَتْ  . "� ناَ  " :قاَلَ  .ِ� السَّ

َ
ِ  :قاَلَتْ  . "مَنْ � نتَْ رسَُولُ ا�َّ

َ
 " :قاَلَ  .�

هَا مُؤْمِنَةٌ  عْتقِْهَا فإَِ�َّ
َ
 أ

On the authority of Mu'aawiyah bin al-Hakam as-Sulami who said, “O 

Messenger of Allah, I have a slave girl whom I slapped.” This grieved the 

Messenger of Allah (صلى الله عليه وسلم). I said to him, “Should I not free her?” He said (صلى الله عليه وسلم), 
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“Bring her to me.” He said, “Then I brought her and he (صلى الله عليه وسلم) asked, “Where is 

Allah?” She replied, “Above the heavens”. He (صلى الله عليه وسلم) then said, “Who am I?” She 

replied, “You are the Messenger of Allah”. He said (صلى الله عليه وسلم), “Free her for indeed 

she is a believer.” 2F

3 

 

Not only does this hadith make clear for us that Allah is indeed above the 

heavens, it also teaches us that this belief is a part of correct belief in Allah 

because the Prophet said, “Free her for indeed she is a believer.” 

 

We also have the hadith that speaks about the great gathering on the Day 

of ‘Arafat4 during the time of the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم). On this great day, during the 

Prophet’s farewell Hajj, the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) asked the people three times, 

 

 اللَّهُمَّ هَلْ بلََّغْتُ 
O Allah, have I conveyed the message? 
 

Each time the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) asked this question, he would point above to the 

heavens and say, 

 

 اللَّهُمَّ اشْهَدْ 

O Allah, bear witness!5 

 

We also have many hadith in which the Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) would raise his hands 

to the heavens before calling upon Allah and supplicating to Him. This clearly 

proves via the Prophet’s action that Allah is above His creation. 

 

The consensus of the scholars  

What does the word ‘consensus’ mean? If all of us were to agree that this 

lesson is beneficial and educational, it would mean that we all believe the 

                                         
3 Sunan Abi Daawood (3282). 
4 The Day of ‘Arafat is the day that the religion of Islam was perfected after a period of 23 
years of revelation.  
5 Sunan Abi Daawood (3334). 
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same thing and this means there is a consensus. The word ‘consensus’ is just 

another word for agreement. All the scholars who follow the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah agree that Allah is above His creation. 

 

One of these great scholars by the name of Imam Malik said about Allah 

being above His Throne, which is above the heavens, 

 

ؤَالُ َ�نهُْ بدِْعَةٌ   اْ�سِْتوَِاءُ مَعْلُومٌْ وَالكَْيفُْ َ�هُْوْلُ اْ�يمْان بهِِ وَاجِبٌ وَالسُّ
Allah rising above His Throne is known; how Allah does it is unknown. 

Having faith in it is an obligation, and asking about it is an innovation. 

 

Apart from these words showing us that the great scholars believed that 

Allah is above His Throne and thus above His creation, they also teach us 

many things about how to believe and conduct ourselves correctly when it 

comes to understanding Allah’s Names and Attributes. Insha Allah, we will 

learn these things in the future when we have physically and mentally grown 

a bit more! 

 

Natural human instinct (the fitrah) 

What exactly is ‘the fitrah’ (الفِطْرَة)? The fitrah can refer to different things in 

Islam but one of its meanings is that every human being was born with the 

natural instinct to know that Allah is ONE and that he is ABOVE us. Allah, like 

many other natural instincts, has placed this human instinct in us to make it 

easy for us to acknowledge and to worship Him correctly. Everyone knows 

that highness is a quality that works hand in hand with perfection. We know 

this so well that this appreciation for highness led many, many people to 

worship things that are above us, such as the Sun, the Moon and the Stars. 

 

Even people who deny that Allah is above His creation, still automatically 

look towards the heavens when they need His help. This shows us that the 

way we have been created sometimes overrides the incorrect things we 

have been taught. Even Fir’awn, the denier of Allah and the worst of the 

disbelievers, commanded one of his chiefs with the following, 
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سَۡ�بَٰ 
َ
بلُۡغُ ٱۡ�

َ
� ٓ لعَِ إَِ�ٰٓ  ٣٦وَقاَلَ فرِعَۡوۡنُ َ�َٰ�َٰ�نُٰ ٱبنِۡ ِ� َ�ۡحٗا لَّعَّ�ِ طَّ

َ
َ�َٰ�تِٰ فَأ سَۡ�بَٰ ٱلسَّ

َ
أ

 ٣٧إَِ�هِٰ مُوَ�ٰ 

And Pharaoh said, "O Haman, build for me a tower that I might reach 

the ways - the ways into the heavens - so that I may look at the God of 

Moses. 
[Ghaafir, 36-37] 

 

We will end the lesson by looking at a verse that seems to contradict the 

pure belief of Allah being above and separate from His creation. Some 

misguided Muslims like to use this particular verse to prove that Allah is 

everywhere in His creation. Allah says, 

 

قۡرَبُ إَِ�ۡ 
َ
ۖۥ وََ�ۡنُ أ �َ�ٰنَ وََ�عۡلَمُ مَا توُسَۡوسُِ بهِۦِ َ�فۡسُهُ   ١٦هِ مِنۡ حَبۡلِ ٱلوَۡرِ�دِ وَلَقَدۡ خَلَقۡنَا ٱۡ�ِ

And indeed We have created man, and We know whatever thoughts 

his inner self develops, and We are closer to him than (his) jugular 

vein.6 

[Qaaf 16] 

 

Some misguided Muslims think that the highlighted part of the verse is a 

proof that Allah is everywhere because He said that he is closer to us than 

the jugular vein. If these misguided Muslims had taken the care to read the 

beginning of the verse, they would have seen that Allah said, “and We know 

whatever thoughts his inner self develops”. Therefore, this means that 

Allah is closer to us than our own jugular veins in terms of His supreme 

knowledge and because He hears and sees all apparent and hidden things, 

no matter how minute they are! Nothing escapes Allah’s knowledge and the 

following verse attests to that fact: 

 

                                         
6 Jugular vein: any of several veins of the neck that drain blood from the brain, face and 
neck, returning it to the heart via the superior vena cava. 
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يَّاٖ� ُ�مَّ ٱسۡتَوَىٰ َ�َ ٱلۡعَرشِۡ� 
َ
�ضَ ِ� سِتَّةِ �

َ
َ�َٰ�تِٰ وَٱۡ� ِي خَلقََ ٱلسَّ َ�عۡلَمُ مَا يلَجُِ ِ� هُوَ ٱ�َّ

مَاءِٓ وَمَا َ�عۡرُجُ �يِهَاۖ  �ضِ وَمَا َ�ۡرُجُ مِنۡهَا وَمَا يَ�لُِ مِنَ ٱلسَّ
َ
ۡ�نَ مَا كُنتُمۡۚ ٱۡ�

َ
وَهُوَ مَعَُ�مۡ �

ُ بمَِا َ�عۡمَلوُنَ بصَِ�ٞ   ٤وَٱ�َّ
It is He who created the heavens and earth in six days and then 

established Himself above the Throne. He knows what penetrates into 

the earth and what emerges from it and what descends from the 

heaven and what ascends therein; and He is with you wherever you 

are. And Allah is All-Seeing of what you do}. 

[Al Hadeed 4] 

 

 

O young servants of Allah, let this lesson enter your hearts so that you can 

take it with you wherever you are. And if someone asks you 

 

؟ نَ اللهُ يْ
َ
 أ

“Where is Allah?” 

 
always remember the words of the young, Muslim slave girl and say, 

 

! اءِ مَ ي السَّ هُ فِ
َّ
لل

َ
 ا

“Allah is above the heavens!” 
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Questions on Part Two: 

Answer the following questions by looking carefully at the text of the lesson: 

 

1. Can you provide an evidence from the Sunnah to show that Allah is 

above His creation? 

2. What is the Day of ‘Arafat? 

3. What does ‘the consensus of the scholars’ mean? 

4. Try and memorise the great statement of Imam Maalik in English and 

Arabic. 

5. What is the Arabic word for ‘natural human instinct’? 

6. What does our natural human instinct tell us about Allah? 

7. When Allah says, “We are closer to him than (his) jugular vein,” how 

are we to understand His words correctly? 

8. If someone were to ask you, “Where is Allah?”, how would you respond 

in Arabic and English? 
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